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Before turning to the two novels some theoretical clarifications are in order. The city as a phenomenon on its own has been researched by social scientists and urban geographers. The literary connections have to be borne in mind too. According to Wirth-Nesher.

The development of the novel and the rise of modern cities have taken place concurrently. As society has tended more and more to become concentrated in what we call cities, the novel has been a major literary response, concerning itself with the complex interaction among individuals in groups and between individuals and society. (Wirth-Nesher, 91)
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