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“Czech Masculinity and New Nights” places three recent Czech productions of Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night – one at the National Theater, one at Theater ABC, the last at the 2005 Summer Shakespeare Festival – in the context of shifting perceptions of masculinity and masculine sexuality in post-communist Czech culture to examine how Shakespeare functions in the process of re-defining Czech post-socialist culture as a Western capitalist democracy.  I draw on existing Shakespeare scholarship, performance reviews, performance analysis, as well as interviews I conducted with professionals involved both in the productions in particular and Czech theater in general. This allows for a complex analysis of the ways in which Shakespeare is used as an icon of “universal” humanity which, in this instance, embodies traditional venues that do not easily allow accepting non-heterosexual masculinity as an acceptable basis for solidifying “Western” citizenship.
