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No example of this construction is found in either RV. or AV., or

elsewhere in the metrical parts of the Veda. In the Brahmanas, only habitual

action is expressed by it (Delbruck). In all periods of the language, the

use of sma with a verb as pure asseverative particle, with no effect on the

tense-meaning, is very common; and the examples later are hardly to be

distinguished from the present of lively narration of which the whole
construction is doubtless a form.

779. The imperfect has remained unchanged in value through
the whole history of the language : it is the tense of narration ;

it expresses simple past time, without any other implication.

Compare what is said later (end of chap. X. and chap. XI.) as to the

value of the other past tenses, the perfect and aorist.

CHAPTER X.

THE PERFECT-SYSTEM.

L 780. THE perfect-system in the later language, as has

been seen above (535), consists only of an indicative tense

and a participle both of them in the two voices, active and

middle.

In the oldest language, the perfect has also its modes and

its augment-preterit, or pluperfect, or is not less full in its

apparatus of forms than is the present-system.

^ 781. The formation of the perfect is essentially alike

in all verbs, differences among tbem being of only subord-

inate consequence, or having the character of irregularities.

The characteristics of the formation are these :

a. a stem made by reduplication of the root;

b. a distinction between stronger and weaker forms of

stem, the former being used (as in presents of the First

conjugation) in the singular active, the latter in all other

persons ;

c. endings in some respects peculiar, unlike those of

the present;

d. the frequent use, especially in the later language,

of a union-vowel * between stem and endings.
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\ 782. Reduplication. In roots beginning with a con-

sonant, the reduplication which forms the perfect-stem is

of the same character with that which forms the present-

stem of the reduplicating conjugation-class (II. : see 643)

hut with this exception, that radical 5[ a and 5TT ft and

ff r (or 3^|" ar) have only 5f a, and never
^ i, as vowel of

the reduplicating syllable : thus, from y^ pr, 'fill', comes

the present-stem fqq pip?, but the perfect-stem qq papr ;

from j/JTT, 'measure', comes the present-stem MHI mima,

but the perfect-stem r^fT mama; and so on.

Irregularities of roots with initial consonants will be given below, 784.

^ 783. For roots beginning with a vowel, the rules of

reduplication are these :

a. A root with initial f a before a single final con-

sonant repeats the f a, which then fuses with the radical

vowel to 51T a (throughout the whole inflection): thus,

ad from y^ ad; and in like manner
ENs^a/,

5TR an,

as, ETFJ ah.

The root TR r forms likewise throughout Eff^"
ar (as if

from
ET^" ar].

b. A root with
^

i or 3 u before a single final conso-

nant follows the same analogy, except in the strong forms

(sing, act.), where the vowel of the radical syllable has

guna, becoming ^ e or EfT o; before this, the reduplicating

vowel maintains its independent form, and is separated from

the radical syllable by its own semivowel: thus, from y'^T
35 comes ^T is in weak forms, but tm iyes in strong; from

1/3*1 uc, in like manner, come ^T uc and 3^Trf uvoc.
*N -\ -V

The root 5 i, a single vowel, falls under this rule, and

forms ^1 ly and
^ET iye.

c. Roots which begin with vowels long by nature or by

position do not in general make a perfect-system, but use

instead a periphrastic formation, in which the perfect tense
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of an auxiliary verb is added to the accusative of a verbal

noun (see below, chap. XV.: 1070
ff.).

To this rule, however, yap (probably originally ap: 1087
fj

constitutes an exception, making the constant perfect-stem ap
(as if from ap : above., a).

For the peculiar reduplication an, belonging to certain roots with initial

vowels, see below, 788.

784. A number of roots beginning with va and ending
with a single consonant, which in various of their verbal forms
and derivatives abbreviate the va to u, do it also in the perfect,
and are treated like roots with initial u (above, 783 b), except
that they retain the full form of root in the strong persons of

the singular active. Thus, from yvac come uc and uvac
; from

\/vas come us and uvas ; and so on.

The roots showing this abbreviation are vac, vad, vap, vac,

cas, vah ; and va, 'weave' (so-called ve : 761 d, 2), is said to

follow the same rule.

A single root beginning with ya, namely yaj,
f
offer', has

the same contraction, forming the stems iyaj and If.

785. A number of roots having ya after a first initial con-

sonant take t (from the y] instead of a in the reduplicating

syllable : thus, from yvyac comes vivyac ; from Ypya comes pipya.

These roots are vyac, vyath, vyadh, vya, jya, pya; and, in the Veda,

also tyaj, with cyu and dyu, which have the root-vowel u.

A single root with va is treated in the same way : namely

svap, which forms susvap.

These roots are for the most part abbreviated in the weak forms : see

below, 794.

786. A considerable number of roots have in the Veda a

long vowel in their reduplication.

Thus, of roots reduplicating with a: kan, kip, gr 'wake', grdh, tan, trp,

trs, dhr, dhrs, nam, mdh, mrj, mrp, ran, radh, rabh, vale, van, vat, vas

'attack', vrj, vrt, vrdli, pad, sah, skambh. Some of these occur only in

isolated cases
;
some have also forms with short vowel. Most are Vedic only ;

but

dadhdra is common also in the Brahmana language, and is even found later.

For jagr, see 1020 below.

Of roots reduplicating with I: the so-called roots (676) dldhl and dldl,

which make the perfect from the same stem with the present : thus, dldetha,

diddya ; dldhima, didhyus (also didhiyus, dldiyus). But plpl has pipye, pipyus,

etc., with short i. In AV. occurs once jlhida.

Of roots reduplicating with u: ju and fit (or pt>5).

787. A few roots beginning with the (derivative: 42) palatal mutes

and aspiration show a reversion to the more original guttural in the radical

Whitney, Grammar. 17
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syllable after the reduplication: thus, yd forms ciki; }/cit forms cikit; yji

forms jigi; yhi forms jighi; yhan forms jaghan (and the same reversions

appear in other reduplicated forms of these roots). A root da, 'protect', is

said by the grammarians to form digi: but neither root nor perfect is quotable.

788. A small number of roots with initial a or r (ar) show

the anomalous reduplication an in the perfect.

Thus, in the Veda:

yanj or aj, which forms the pres. andkti (cl. HI.), has the perfect

anaje etc. (with anaja and anajyat);

]/ap, 'attain' (from which comes once anacamahai], has the weak forms

anapma etc. (with opt. anapt/am), and the strong forms ananpa and anapa

along with the regular apa etc.;

yrdh (from which comes once rnddhat) has anrdhe;

y<rc or arc has anrctis and anrce-

yarh has (in TS.) anrhus;

anaha (RV., once) has been referred to a root ah, elsewhere unknown,

and explained as of this formation
;
but with altogether doubtful propriety.

The later grammar, then, sets up the rule that roots beginning with a

and ending with more than one consonant have an as their regular redupli-

cation
;
and such perfects are taught from roots like afcs, ar;, and anc or ac ;

but the only other quotable forms appear to be anarchat (MBh.) and anarsat

(TA.); which are accordingly reckoned as "pluperfects".

789. One or two individual cases of irregularity are the

following :

a. The extremely common root bhu, 'be', has the anoma-
lous reduplication ba, forming the stem babhu; and, in the Veda,

ysu forms in like manner sasu.

b. The root bhr, 'bear', has in the Veda the anomalous reduplication

ja (as also in intensive: 1002b): but RV. has once also the regular babhre.

c. The root sthiv, 'spew', forms either tisthiv (B. et al.) or tisthlv.

d. Vivakvan (RV., once) is doubtless participle of yvac, with irregular

redublication (as in the present, 660).

790. Absence of reduplication is met with in the follow-

ing cases :

a. The root vid 'know' has, from the earliest period to the

latest, a perfect without reduplication, but otherwise regularly
made and inflected: thus, veda, vettha, etc., pple vidv&ns. It

has the meaning of a present. The root vid 'find' forms the

regular viveda.

b. A few other apparently perfect forms lacking a reduplication are

found in RV.: they are taksathus, yamdtus, skambhdthus and skambhus, nindima

(for ninidima?), dhise and dhire (? ydha), and vidre and arhireC? see 613).

And AV. has cetatus. The participial words dafvdns, midhvdns, sahvahs are

common in the oldest language.
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c. One or two sporadic cases have been quoted from the later language :

namely, fahsus and pansire (MBh.).

791. For an anomalous case or two of reduplicated preposition, see

below, 1087f.

792. Strong and weak stem-forms. In the three

persons of the singular active, the root-syllable is accented,

and exhibits usually a stronger form than in the rest of the

tense-inflection. The difference is effected partly by strength-

ening the root in the three persons referred to, partly by

weakening it in the others, partly by doing both.

/ 793. As regards the strengthening :

a. A final vowel takes either the guna or vrddhi change

in 1st sing, act., guna in 2d, and vrddhi in 3d: thus, from

ytf bhl, 1st fsft bibhe or f^R bibhai ; 2d i^R bibhe; 3d

bibhai; from y%\ kr, 1st
^Fu|"

cakdr or
*Jtil^ cakar, 2d

cakdr, 3d
^37T|"

cakdr.

But the u of ybhu remains unchanged, and adds v before

a vowel-ending : thus, babhuva etc.

to. Medial % a before a single final consonant follows

the analogy of a final vowel, and is lengthened or vriddhied

in the 3d. sing., and optionally in the first: thus, from

tap, 1st cfflWatdp or
t\mj,atap,

2d t&V{tatdp, 3d

tatap,

In the Veda, however, the weaker of the two forms allowed by these

rules in the first person is almost exclusively in use: thus, 1st only bibhdya,

tatdpa, 3d bibhdya, tat&pa. The only exceptions noticed are cakdra and

jagrdha (doubtful reading) in AV.

c. A medial short vowel has in all three persons alike

the guna-strengthening (where this is possible : 240) : thus,

from
j/gqj

druh comes l^FJ dudroh; from
j/fipT^V

comes

\d^\ viveg; from y^fift krt comes r^\^cakdrt.

d. These rules are said by the grammarians to apply to

the 2d sing, always when it has simple tha as ending ;
if it has

itha (below, 797), the accent is allowed to fall on any one of

the syllables of the word, and the root-syllable if unaccented has

sometimes the weak form (namely, in contracted stems with e for

medial a : below, 794 e
;
and in certain other verbs : thus, vivijithd .

17*
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The earlier language, however, appears to afford no example of a 2d

sing., whatever its ending, accented on any other than the radical syllable,

or failing to conform to the rules of strengthening as given above (in a, b, c).

e. Sporadic instances of a strengthening in other than the singular

persons are found in RV.: thus, yuyopimd, vivefus. And the roots pr, pr,

and dr 'tear
j
are said by the grammarians to have the strong stem in the

weak forms; and jr 'decay' to be allowed to do the same.

f. The root mrj has (as in the present-system : 627) vrddhi instead of

guna in strong forms : thus, mamdrja ; and yguh (also as in present : 745 c)

has u instead of o.

794. As regards the weakening in weak forms :

a. It has been seen above (783 b) that roots beginning
with i or u fuse reduplicating and radical syllable together to i

or u in the weak forms; and (784) that roots contracting va

and ya to u or i in the reduplication do it also in the root in

weak forms, the two elements here also coalescing to u or i.

b. A few roots having ya and va after a first initial consonant, and

reduplicating from the semivowel (785), contract the ya and va to i and u:

thus, vivic from yvyac, vividh from yvyadh, susup from ysvap. The ex-

tended roots jya, pyd, vyd, $ya, hva show a similar apparent contraction,

making their weak forms from the simpler roots ji, pi, m, CM, 7m, while hva

must and fvd may get their strong forms also from the same (and it is

questionable whether from the others strong forms occur).

C. The root grabh or grah (if it be written thus) contracts to grh, making
the three forms of stem jagrdh (1st and 2d sing, act.), jagrah (3d), and

jagrh; but prach (if it be so written) remains unchanged throughout.

d. A number of roots having medial a between single con-

sonants drop that vowel. These are, in the later language, gam,
Jthan, Jan, han, ghas: they form the weak stems jctgm, jakhn,

jajn, jaghn (compare 637), jaks (compare 640) : but RV. has

once jajanus.
In the old language are found in like manner mamndthe and mamnate

from }/man,- vavne from yvan; tatne, tatnise, tatnire from ytan (beside

tatane, and tate, as if from yta); paptima and paptus and paptivdns from

ypat (beside pet-forms; below, e); saccima and safcus, sacce and safdre

from ysac.

e. Roots in general having medial a before a single final

consonant, and beginning also with a single consonant that is

repeated unchanged in the reduplication that is, not an as-

pirate, a guttural mute, or h contract their root and redupli-
cation together into one syllable, having e as its vowel : thus,

ysad forms the weak stem sed, ypac forms pec, yyam forms

yem; and so on.

Certain roots not having the form here defined are declared by the

grammarians to undergo the same contraction most of them optionally;
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and examples of them all are of rare occurrence (of one only, bhaj, quotable
from the older language). They are as follows: raj (occurs in MBh.) and

radh (radh?), notwithstanding their long vowel; phan, phal, bhaj (occurs in

RV. etc.), though their initial is changed in reduplication; trap, tras (occurs

in MBh.), syam, svan, though they begin with more than one consonant;
dambh (forming debh from the weaker dabh), though it ends with more than

one; and bhram (occurs in KSS.), bhraj, granth, ^ranth, svanj, in spite of

more reasons than one to the contrary.

This contraction is allowed also in 2d sing. act. when the ending is

ithd: thus, tenitha beside tatantha (but no examples are quotable from the

older language).

The roots pap and dad (from da: 672) are said to reject the con-

traction : but no perfect forms of either appear to have been met with in use.

From ytr (or tar) occurs terus (R.); and jerus from yjr is authorized

by the grammarians both against the general analogy of roots in r.

f. Roots ending in a lose their a before all endings be-

ginning with a vowel, including those that assume the union-

vowel i (796) unless in the latter case it be preferable to

regard the i as a weakened form of the a.

795. Endings, and their union with the stem.

The general scheme of endings of the perfect indicative has

been already given (553); and it has also been pointed out

(543) that roots ending in TT a have ^ au in 1st and 3d

sing, active.

( 796. Those of the endings which begin with a con-

sonant - - namely % tha, ^ va, JJ ma in active; H se, 3sc

vahe, R% make, 9 dhve, \ re in middle are very often,

and in the later language usually, joined to the base with

the help of an interposed union-vowel
^

i.

The union-vowel i is found widely used also in other parts of the general

verbal system: namely, in the sibilant aorist, the futures, and the verbal

nouns and adjectives (as also in other classes of derivative stems). In the

later language, a certain degree of correspondence is seen among the different

parts of the same verb, as regards their use or non-use of the connective;

but this correspondence is not so close that general rules respecting it can

be given with advantage ;
and it will be best to treat each formation by itself.

The perfect is the tense in which the use of t has estab-

lished itself most widely and firmly in the later language.

797. The most important rules as to the use of
^

* in

the later language are as follows:
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a. The"^ re of 3d pi. mid. has it always.

b. The other consonant-endings, except 5J iha of 2d

sing, act., take it in nearly all verbs.

But it is rejected throughout by eight verbs namely Ar

'make', Ihr 'bear', sr 'go', vr 'choose', dru 'run', cru 'hear',

stu 'praise', sru 'flow'; and it is allowably (not usually) rejected

by some others, in general accordance with their usage in other

formations.

c. In 2d sing, act., it is rejected not only by the eight

verbs just given, but also by many others, ending in vow-

els or in consonants, which in other formations have no

^ i; but it is also taken by many verbs which reject it in

other formations ; and it is optional in many verbs, in-

cluding those in %R a (of which the 5TT is lost when the

ending is
^2f itha], and most of those in

^ ', 3 ,
and 3 u.

The rules of the grammarians, especially as regards the use of iha or

itha, run out into infinite detail, and "2-tre not wholly consistent with one

another; and, as the forms are by no means frequent, it is not possible at

present to criticise the statements made, and to tell how far they are founded

on the facts of usage.

With this i, a final radical i or i is not combined, but

changed into y or iy. The u of ~\/bhu becomes uv throughout
before a vowel.

798. In the older language, the usage is in part quite
otherwise . Thus :

a. In the RV., the union-vowel i is taken by roots ending in con-

sonants provided the last syllable of the stem is a heavy one, but not other-

wise: thus, dsitha, uvocitha, viveditha, but tatdntha and vivydktha; ucimd,

paptima, sedima, yuyopimdj but jaganma and yuyujma; ucise, jajnise,

sasahise, but vivitse and dadrkse ; bubhujmdhe and $a$admdhe etc. (no ex-

amples of ivahe or imahe chance to occur, nor any of either idhve or dhve}\

ijire, jajnire, yetire, tataksire, but caklpre, vividre, duduhre, pasprdhre,

tatasre (and so on : twenty-two forms). The only exception in RV. is vettha

from yvid, without i (in Br., also attha from yah: below, 801 a). The

other Vedic texts present nothing inconsistent with this rule, but in the

Brahmanas 3d pi. forms in ire are made after light syllables also : thus,

sasrjire, bubudhire.

b. In roots ending with a vowel, the early usage is more nearly like

the later. Thus: for roots in a the rule is the same (except that no 2d sing,

in itha is met with), as dadhimd, dadhise, dadhidhve, dadhire (the only per-

sons with i quotable from RV. and AV.); roots in r appear also to follow
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the later rule : as cakrse, paprse, vavrse, vavrmdhe, but dadhrise and jabhrise,

and in 3d pi. mid. both cakrire and dadhrire; ybhu has both babhutha

(usually) and babhuvitha, but only babhuvimd (AV.). But there are found

against the later rules, susuma, cicyuse, juhure, and juhure, without i: the

instances are too few to found a rule upon.

799. The ending rire of 3d pi. mid. is found in RV. in six forms :

namely, cikitrire, jagrbhrire, dadrire, bubhujrire, vividrire, sasrjrire ; to which

SV. adds duduhrire.

800. Examples of inflection. By way of illustra-

tion of the rules given above, may be given in full the per-

fect indicative inflection of the following verbs :

a. As example of the normal inflection of a root with

final consonant, we take the root ^TJ budh, 'know': its strong

form of perfect-stem is ^t^T bubodh; weak form, SRTJ bu-

active. middle.

d. . s. d.

bubodha bubudhiva bubudhimd bubudhe bubudhivdhe btibudhim&he

2 ^^ ^ ^^ ^_ ^^
bubodhitha bubudhdthus bubtidhd bubudhise bubudhathe bubudhidhve

y , .

bubodha bubudhdtus bubudhiis bubudhe bubudhate bubudhire

The asserted variety of possible accent in 2d sing. act. (above, 793d)
needs to be noted both in this and in the remaining paradigms.

b. As example of the normal inflection of a root with

final i or w-vowel, we may take the root ^ft m, 'lead': its

forms of stem are HTO nindy or pRTTT ninay, and ft^ ninl.

nindya, ninhya ninyivd ninyimd ninye ninyivdhe ninyimdhe

2 i^r, PnRj^ in-dy^ SRI PiP^5 PFOT ftfefij

nine fha, nindyitha ninydthus ninyd ninyise ninyhthe ninyidhve

3 PRUT PKIHU PRR f^F& Pi^icJ Mp^l(
t

o "v ."s ., L '

ninaya ninydtus ninyus ninye ninyate ninyire

The root kri would make in weak forms cikriyivd, cikriydtus,

cikriyus, etc.; ybhu makes babhnva, babhutha (V.) or babhuvitha,
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babhuvivd, babkuvtts; bab/mve, babhuvire, etc.; other roots in u or

u change this to uv before the initial vowel of an ending.

c. As example of the inflection of a root ending in 5TT

,
we may take ^T da, 'give' : its forms of stem are ^T dada

and ([J dad (or dadi): see above, 794 f.

dadau dadivd dadima, dade dadivdhe dadimdhe

3$m,ffi ^m^ ^ ^f ^ ^
dadatha, dadithd daddthus dadd dadise dadhthe dadidhve

dadau daddtus dadus dade dadate dadire

The RV. has once paprd for paprcrf* (and Bafts' for jahati?).

d. As example of a root with medial ^ a showing fu-

sion of root and reduplication, resulting in medial ^ e, in

the weak forms (794 e),
we may take rR tan,

;

stretch': its

forms of stem are nTrH tatdn or H'HH tatan, and rR ^ew.

, rTrTR

tatdna, tatnna tenivd tenimd tene tenivdhe tenimdhe

tatdntha, tenithd tendthus tend tenise tenathe tenidhve

3 rTrTH HHHH^ ^5^ ^ ^^ ^T
tatana tendtus tenus tene tenate tenire

The root Jan, with the others which expel medial a in weak
forms (794 d), makes jajdntha or jajnithd, jajnivd, jajnus ; jajne,

jajnimdhe, jajnire ; and so on.

e. As example of a root with initial 3f va contracted

to 3 u in the reduplication, and contracted with the redu-

plication to 3T u in weak forms (784), we may take 3frl vac,

'speak': its forms of stem are 3^ uvdc or 331^ uvac, and

V^NC|

uvdca, uvaca ucivd ucimd uce ucivdhe ucimdhe

2

uvdktha, uvdcitha ucdthus ucd ucise ucathe ucidhve
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uvaca ucdtus ucus uce ucate ucire

In like manner, ^yaj forms iydja or iyaja, iydstha or iydjitha ;

ye, yise, and so on
; j/wc has nvoca and uvocitha in the strong

forms, and all the rest like vac.

f. Of the four roots in ft r mentioned at 797 b, the first

persons are made as follows:

cakdra, cakara cakrvd cakrmd cakre cakrvdhe cakrmdhe

The 2d sing. act. is cakdrtha; the 3d pi. mid. is cakrire,

Of the roots in ft r in general, the first persons are

made as follows :

dadhdra,dadharadadhrivd dadhrimd dadhre dadhrivdhe dadhrimdhe

801. A few miscellaneous irregularities call still for

notice :

a. The root ah, 'speak', occurs only in the perfect indic-

ative, and only in the 3d persons of all numbers and in the

2d sing, and du., in active (and in 2d sing, the h is irregularly

changed to t before the ending): thus, attha, nha; ahathus,

ahatus; ahus (in V., only nha and ahus are met with).

b. From yva 'weave', the 3d pi. act. uvus occurs in RV., and no other

perfect form appears to have been met with in use. It is allowed by the

grammarians to be inflected regularly as va; and also as vay (the present-

stem is vdya : 761 d, 2), with contraction of va to u in weak forms
;

and

further, in the weak forms, as simple w.

c. The root vya, 'hide', has in RV. the perfect-forms vivyathus and

vivye, and no others appear to have been met with in use; the grammarians

require the strong forms to be made from vyay, and the weak from vi.

d. The root i, 'go', forms in RV. and AV. the 2d sing. act. iydtha

beside the regular iyetha.

e. The AV. has once vavrdhete (for -dhdte), and once jaharus (for

jdhrus}: both are perhaps false readings.

f. Persons of the perfect from the er-forms of roots in changeable f

(242) are titirus and tistire (bothRV.); and they have corresponding participles.

g. The bastard root urnu (712) is said by the grammarians to make

the perfect-stem urnunu.

h. The roots majj and nap are said to insert a nasal in the 2d sing.
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active, when the ending is simple tha: thus, mamanktha, nanahstha (also

mamajjitha and ne?itha).

i. The anomalous ajagrabhaisarh (AB. vi. 35) seems a formation on the

perfect-stem (but perhaps for ajigrabhisan, desid. ?).

Perfect Participle.

802 . The ending of the active participle is SfftT vans (that

is to say, in the strong forms : it is contracted to 3^ us in the

weakest, and replaced by cffiT vat in the middle forms : see

above, 458
if.).

It is added to the weak form of the perfect

stem as shown, for example, in the dual and plural of

the active inflection of the given verb; and, mechanically,

the weakest participle-stem is identical with the 3d pi.

active. Thus, sHMlU bubudhvans, PHl^l^ nimvans, rloNfH

cakrvans.

\ 803. If the weak form of the perfect stem is monosyl-

labic, the ending takes the union-vowel S i (which, however,

disappears in the weakest cases): thus, (Tf^lH tenivans,

ucivans, sii^JH jajnivans, ^ii^cjtH adivans (from

ad: 783
a), and so on; ^f^TCT dadivans and its like,

from roots in 5TT a, is to be reckoned in the one class or

the other according as we view its
^

i as weakened root-

vowel or as union-vowel (794f).

But participles of which the perfect-stem is monosyllabic by absence of

the reduplication do not take the union-vowel: thus, vidvdns
, and, in V.,

dafvahs, midhvans, sahvans ; and RV. has also dadvans (AV. dadivans and

once dadavdhs) from ydd (or dad : 672) and AV. has vifivdns and

varjivahs (in negative fern, dvarjusi).

804. Other Vedic irregularities calling for notice are few. The long

vowel of the reduplication (786) appears in the participle as in the indicative :

thus, vavrdhvdhs, sasahvdhs, jujuvdhs. RV. and AV. have sasavdns from

ysan or sa. RV. makes the participial forms of ytr or tar from different

modifications of the root: thus, titirvdhs, but tatarusas. Respecting the

occasional exchanges of strong and weak stem in inflection, see above, 462 c.

805. From roots gam and han the Veda makes the strong stems

jaganvdhs (as to the n, see 212) and jaghanvdhs; the later language allows

either these or the more regular jagmivdhs and jaghnivdhs (the weakest

stem-forms being everywhere jagmus and jaghntis).
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806. From three roots, vid 'find', uip, and dry, the later language allows

strong participle-stems to be made with the union-vowel, as well as in the

regular manner without it: thus, vivifivdna or vivifvdns. PB. has once
cichidivahs.

807. The ending of the middle participle is and. It

is added to the weak form of perfect-stem, as this appears
in the middle inflection : thus, 5RTJH bubudhand,

ninyana, ^R dadand, ^F? tenand, sT^H jajnand,

ucdnd.

In the Veda, the long reduplicating vowel is shown by many middle

participles : thus, vavrdhand, vdvasdnd, dddrhdnd, fucuvand, etc. RV. has

?afayand from y$l (with irregular guna, as in the present-system: 629);
tistirand from ]/sr,- and once, with mana, sasrmdnd from j/sr.

Modes of the Perfect.

808. Modes of the perfect belong only to the Vedic lan-

guage, and are even rarely found outside of the Rig-Veda.
To draw the line surely and distinctly between these and the mode-forms

from other reduplicated tense-stems the present-stem of class II., the

reduplicated aorist, and the intensive is not possible, since no criterion

of form exists which does not in some cases fail, and since the general

equivalence of modal forms from all stems (582), and the common use of

the perfect as a present in the Veda (823), deprive us of a criterion of

meaning. There can be no reasonable doubt, however, that a considerable

body of forms are to be reckoned here : optatives like anacydm and babhuyds

and babhuydt, imperatives like babhutu, subjunctives like jabhdrat, show such

distinctive characteristics of the perfect formation that by their analogy other

similar words are confidently classed as belonging to the perfect.

809. The normal method of making such forms would

appear to be as follows : from a reduplicated perfect-stem, as

(for example) mumuc, an imperative would be made by simply

appending, as usual, the imperative endings ;
the derived sub-

junctive mode-stem would be mumoca (accented after the analogy
of the strong forms of the perfect indicative), and would take

either primary or secondary endings ;
and the optative mode-

stems would be vnumucyh in the active, and mumuci (accent on

personal endings) in the middle.

And the great majority of the forms in question (about

three quarters) are made in these ways. Thus :

810. Examples of the regular subjunctive formation are :

a. with secondary endings, active: 2d sing., paprdthas, mamdhas,

piprdyas, bubodhas; 3d sing., jabhdrat, sasdhat, paspdr$at, piprdyat, ciketat;
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1st pi., tatdndma, (u^dvdma; 3d pi., tatanan, paprdthan (other persons do

not occur). This is the largest class of cases.

b. with primary endings, active: here seem to belong only dadhdrshati

and vavdrtati: compare the formation with different accent below, 81 la.

c. of middle forms occur only the 3d sing, tatdpate, papamafe, yuyojate,

jujosate (SV.; RV. has jujosate)-, and the 3d pi. tatdnanta (and perhaps two

or three others: below, 81 1 b, end).

811. But not a few subjunctives of other formation occur; thus:

a. with strengthened root-syllable, as above, but with * accent on the

reduplication (as in the majority of present-forms of the reduplicating class :

above, 645). Here the forms with primary endings, active, preponderate,

and are not very rare: for example, jtijosasi, jtijosati, jujosathas, jtijosatha

(other persons do not occur). With secondary endings, jtijosas, jtijosat, and

jujosan are the forms that belong most distinctly here (since ddda$as and

stisudas etc. are perhaps rather aorists). And there is no middle form but

jtijosate (RV.: see above, 81 Oc).

b. with unstrengthened root-syllable occur a small body of forms, which

are apparently also accented on the reduplication (accented examples are found

only in 3d pi. mid.): thus, active, for example, mumucas ; vavrtat, vividat,

ptipuuai; the only middle forms are dadhrsate, vdvrdhate, 3d sing.; and

cdkramanta, dddhrsanta, rurucanta (with dadabhanta, paprathanta, mdmahanta,

juhuranta, which might also belong elsewhere: 81 Oc).

c. accented on the ending are vdvrdhdnta and cakrpdnta (which are

rather to be called augmentless pluperfects).

As to forms with double mode-sign, or transfers to an a-conjugation,

see below, 815.

812. Examples of the regular optative formation are:

a. in active: 1st sing., dna$ydm, jagamydm, paprcydm, riricydm; 2d

sing., vavrtydSj vivifyds, fUfruyas, babhuyds; 3d sing., jagamydt, vavrtydt,

tutujydt, babhuydt; 2d du., jagamydtam, pucruydtam; 1st pi., sasahyama,

vavrtyama, fu^uydma; 3d pi., tatanyus, vavrtyus. The forms are quite

numerous.

b. in middle, the forms are few: namely, 1st sing., vavrtlya; 2d sing.,

vawrdhithas, caksamlthds ; 3d sing., jagrasita, vavrtita, mdmrjlta, pufuclta;

1st pi., vawrtimahi. And sdsahlsthds and ririsista appear to furnish examples

of precative optative forms.

There is no irregular mode of formation of perfect optatives. Individual

irregularities are shown by certain forms : thus, cakriyds, paplydt, fu$ruyas

and wruydtam, with treatment of the final as before the passive-sign yd

(770); anajydt with short initial; jak&ydt is anomalous; ririses is the only

form that shows a union-vowel a.

813. Of regular imperative forms, only a very small number are to be

quoted : namely, active, cikiddhi, mumugdM, pucugdhf, and piprihi; mumoktu

and babhutu; mumuktam and vavrktam; jujustana and vavrttana (unless we
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are to add mamaddhf, mamattu, mamdttana); middle, vavrtsva and

vavrddhvam.

814. As irregular imperatives may be reckoned several which show a

union-vowel a, or have been transferred to an a-conjugation. Such are, in

the active, mum6catam and jujosatam (2d du.), and mumticata (2d pi.}; in

the middle, piprdyasva (only one found with accent), and mdmahasva, vdvrdh-

asva, vdvrsasva (2d sing.), and mdmahantdm (3d pi.: probably to be ac-

cented -dsva and -dntam).

815. Such imperatives as these, taken in connection with some of the

subjunctives given above (and a few of the "pluperfect" forms: below, 820),

suggest as plausible the assumption of a double present-stem, with redupli-

cation arid added a (with which the desiderative stems would be comparable :

below, chap. XIV.): for example, jujosa from YJUS, from which would come

jujosasi etc. and jujosate (81 la) as indicative, jujosas etc. as subjunctively

used augmentless imperfect, and jujosatam as imperative. Most of the forms

given above as subjunctives with primary ending lack a marked and constant

subjunctive character, and would pass fairly well as indicatives. And it

appears tolerably certain that from one root at least, vrdh, such a double

stem is to be recognized ;
from vdvrdha come readily vdvrdhate, vdvrdhdnta

,

and from it alone can come regularly vdvrdhasva, vdvrdhete (above, 801 e),

and vdvrdhdti (once, RV.) and, yet more, the participle vavrdhdnt (once,

RV.: an isolated case): yet even here we have also vdvrdhltha's, not vdvrdh-

ethds. To assume double present-stems, however, in all the cases would be

highly implausible ;
it is better to recognize the formation as one begun,

but not carried out.

Only one other subjunctive with double mode-sign namely, paprcdsi

is found to set beside vdvrdhdti.

816. Forms of different model are not very seldom made from the same

root: for example, from j/mwc, the subjunctives mumticas, mumocati, and

mumucas
;
from ydhrs, dadhdrsati and dadhrsate

,
from j/pn, the imperatives

piprlM and piprdyasva.

Pluperfect.

817. Of an augment-preterit from the perfect-stem, to which

the name of pluperfect is given on the ground of its formation

(though not of its meaning), the Veda presents a few examples ;

and one or two forms of the later language (mentioned above,

788, end) have also been referred to it.

There is something of the same difficulty in distinguishing the pluperfect

as the perfect-modes from kindred reduplicated formations. Between it and

the aorist, however, a difference of meaning helps to make a separation.

818. The normal pluperfect should show a strong stem in the singular

active, arid a weak one elsewhere thus, mumoc and mumuc with

augment prefixed and secondary endings added (us in 3d pi. act., ata in

3d pi. mid.).
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Of forms made according to this model, we have, in the active: 1st sing.,

ajagrabham and acacaksam (which, by its form, might be aorist: 860);
2d sing, djayan; 3d sing., ajagan and aciket; 2d du., amumuktam; 2d pi.

ajaganta, and ajagantana and ajabhartana (a strong form, as so often in this

person: 556); 3d pi. (perhaps), amamandus and amamadus . To these may
be added the augmentless ciketam and cakaram. In the middle, the 3d pi.

acakriran and ajagmiran (with Iran instead of ata), and the augmentless

2d sing, jugurthas and susupthds, are the most regular forms to be found.

819. Several forms from roots ending in consonants save the endings
in 2d and 3d sing. act. by inserting an I (555 b): thus, dbubhojis, avive&s;

arireclt, djagrabhlt (avavarit and avava^ltdm are rather intensives); and the

augmentless jfhinszs (accent?) and dadharslt belong with them.

820. A few forms show a stem ending in a: they are, in the active:

3d sing., asasvajat, acakrat; in the middle: 3d sing., dpiprata; 2d du.,

dpasprdhetham ; 3d pi., atitvisanta (which by its form might be aorist),

ddadrhanta; and cakradat, cakrpdnta, vdvrdhdnta, juhuranta, would perhaps
be best classified here as augmentless forms (compare 811, above).

Uses of the Perfect.

821. In the later language, the perfect is simply a preterit

or past tense, equivalent to the imperfect, and interchangeable
with it. Except as coming from a few often used verbs (espe-

cially aha and uvaca), it is much more rarely employed than the

imperfect.

822. In the Brahmana language, very nearly the same thing is true.

In most Brahmanas, the imperfect is the usual tense of narration, and the

perfect only occasional; in the Qatapatha Brahmana, the perfect is much

more widely used.

823. In the Veda, the case is very different. The perfect is used as

past tense in narration, but only rarely ;
sometimes also it has a true "perfect

1 '

sense, or signifies a completed past; but oftenest it has a value not distin-

guishable in point of time from the present. It is thus the equivalent of

imperfect, aorist, and present; and it occurs coordinated with them all.

Examples are : of perfect with present, nd frdmyanti nd vf muncanty

ete vdyo nd paptuh (RV.), 'they weary not nor stop, they fly like birds'; se

'd u rdjd ksayati carsanindm ardn nd nemth pdri td babhuva (RV.), 'he in

truth rules king of men
;

he embraces them all, as the wheel the spokes';

of perfect with aorist, tipo ruruce yuvatfr nd y6sd. . . dbhud agnih samtdhe

mdnusanam dkar jyotir bddhamdnd tdmdhsi (RV.), 'she is come beaming like

a young maiden
; Agni has appeared for the kindling of mortals

;
she hath

made light, driving away the darkness'; of perfect with imperfect, dhann

dhim dnv apds tatarda (RV.), 'he slew the dragon, and penetrated to the

waters'. This last combination is of constant occurrence in the later language.


