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Map of the world from a peddlerʼs leaflet: Czech 19th Century broadside ballads in an ethnolinguistic perspective

In my presentation I would like to share the final results of a PhD dissertation defended in December 2020 at the University of Warsaw. Its aim was to study a broad corpus of Czech broadside ballad prints (kramařske tisky) available at the Comenius Museum in Přerov. The analytic approach chosen for this work was rooted in cognitive and cultural linguistics, namely ethnolinguistics as understood in the Slavic countries (the theory of the “linguistic picture of the world”). Thus the main goal of the study was to reconstruct (from an emic perspective) the system in which the authors and the audience of kramařske tisky viewed the world, including different laws and mechanisms governing it.


The analytical part of the work presents two directions in which the map of the world described in songs and prints stretched. The “horizontal” direction is the order of the human world with different circles of familiarity and otherness, while the “vertical” one is the metaphysical order with the supernatural forces present in it. For the horizontal description, 4 points of view were framed (those of a Catholic, an Austrian subject, a Czech/Moravian and a peasant) based on different criteria of “otherness”: religious, political (national), ethnic and social (class). Using those I have described the pictures of the religious other and the political other, as well as elements of Slavic and Czech/Moravian identity and the images of “the other” based on the social status and wealth. The vertical structure of the Cosmos is presented starting top-down with God and the Holy Trinity. As the Creator is usually described as a distant entity rarely intervening in the affairs of the mortals, the next point is devoted to the subject of mediators between him and humanity: Virgin Mary and Catholic saints, forming a category of active supernatural beings. The second group of supernatural beings are servants to the active ones: forces of nature, ghosts, angels and devils.


Presented analysis allows to draw some final conclusions concerning both the kramařske tisky as a social phenomenon fulfilling different needs of its recipients (information, entertainment, moral education etc.), and the ideas about the world perceived by their creators (such as the emphasis on religious identity, limited social criticism, and the preservation of the status quo).
