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ECOLAB - Economy and Labour World

Introduction

Careers education and guidance is one of the most important tasks of school. It succeeds so much better the more it is embedded in comprehensive economic education related to the world of work. Basic economic education with knowledge of the modern world of economy and work facilitates young people’s individual and vocational life planning. 

That is why ECOLAB aims to improve teachers’ economic knowledge and action competence in methods and didactics so that they can impart economic fundamentals to young people and support them in the planning of their vocational career and life. The overall didactic concept in the process is that of the European economic citizen. 

ECOLAB is in the first line aimed at teachers of schools of general education in secondary levels I and II in particular with subjects such as economics, social studies, politics and social sciences and at interested lecturers of universities.

It is a collaborative project run by the Ministry for School and Further Education North-Rhine Westphalia (Germany) as coordinator and the Süleymann Demirel University in Isparta (Turkey), the Siauliai University in Siauliai (Lithuania) and the Masaryk University in Brno, (Czech Republic) as partners. 

The project was promoted by the European Commission, Directorate-General Education and Culture.

A group of experts from the four countries developed the modules:

1. Household and consumption 

2. Enterprises and production 

3. Internationalisation and globalisation 

4. Work and preparing young people for the world of work

The modules provide teachers with basic academic information and materials for practical teaching work. Examples for lessons and teaching units, case studies, projects and mission statements on the integration of basic economic education and careers education and guidance are specified. Young people are given strategies on independent learning in the socio-economic area and self-dependent action in their vocational and life planning (more details, see next chapters Structure of Modules and Short description of modules content). The complete modules are to be found in the attached CD.

During project work two Inset seminars for teacher trainers of the four involved countries took place. The modules were presented and discussed in order to enable the participants to use and test the modules in their own practice of teaching in schools, universities and teacher trainings. Further more the seminars should promote the exchange and co-operation of teachers and increase the sustainability of the project. 

Now the four modules, as the main results of ECOLAB, should be disseminated to all interested people in the European Union by this brochure and the attached CD. 

This brochure should provide short information and orientation. It names just the learning aims, the content of the theory parts and short indications of the Teaching Material. The CD contains the complete modules and an additional chapter Economical and working world-related education in the four partner countries. 

The modules are also adjusted at the project website:

http://www.phil.muni.cz/ped/ECOLAB/

The website provides not only the modules but a lot of more information, for instance about the working process, involved persons, Inset seminars, evaluation studies and other details.

Structure of Modules

The structure of all modules is the same:

1. Learning aims

The general aims for teaching and training sought in the work within the module will be outlined in what follows. We are concerned here with general objectives as they are defined by the groups working in the four participating countries without regard to individual national traits. More specific learning aims can only be defined in any given national and situational contexts.

2. Information relevant to the module topics (Theory)

Economists from the participating countries are the authors of the information relevant to the module topics; their contributions receive complete attribution. The readers receive in summarized form a general overview and practical advice. That is, what is aimed at here is not academic completeness in all its loving detail, but rather a presentation of facts, contexts and problems that those who deal in the general education classroom with economic themes related to work- and career-related topics should have some knowledge of. At the same time a certain academic rigor is aimed at: The programme may provide many a reader with some food for thought. The authors intend, however, to chart a negotiable course between academic complexity and general accessibility.

3. Teaching Material

The project intends to offer a collection from the participating countries of ideas and suggestions for the designing of formal teaching and career guidance. In addition to smaller and larger case studies and role playing drawn from practical life situations, suggestions for the designing of longer teaching units and projects, often connected to suggestions for pupils’ independent work using the Internet and modern information- and communication techniques, are offered. Here the authors are individual teachers or groups of school trainees. The materials do not represent a subsidiary curriculum or a small course in the module topics. A rigorous system of this kind was not intended and also not possible, for national curricular planning primarily follows guidelines and customs that differ from each other in many ways. Nevertheless, the materials can prove useful specifically because of their differences, as the experiences gathered in ECOLAB demonstrate. Many a part permits the setting of new accents and the integration of individual situativ course planning.

4. Appendix

The appendix, consisting largely of Internet addresses, is designed to call attention to additional information and aids to independent work on the part of students. The appendix contains mostly national addresses and just a few international ones, in order to keep it short and practicable. The English versions of modules do not contain the appendices, because they are focused on the national situation.




Private households and consumption

Content

Learning aims

1. Economical regarded households are actors in the market economy, who - on the one hand as consumers - demand goods and - on the other hand as suppliers - offer factors of production. They particularly offer labour but also the factors capital (saving) and soil (properties). Economies are different. They may be perfect, oligopolistic or monopolistic.

Students should understand different market conditions such as determined by perfect, oligopolistic and monopolistic competitions and behave and consume in accordance with that market structure in order to maximize their own use.

Students know the meaning of the household in the market economy. They are strengthened for economic acting in their role as a consumer. They know their wants and needs and they know that their resources are limited. That means also that they recognize business sales strategies as well as the knowledge of fundamental legal regulations, which refer to sales contracts. Finally students should reflect the effects of their own consumer’s behaviour under the aspect of the ecological responsibility, in order to change their consumer’s behaviour regarding principles of sustainable development.
2. Households are also business enterprises. To run a household means therefore to follow the principles of economical rationality. Households obtain incomes and have costs for the subsistence of their members, which should be as small as possible. To save time, the organization and distribution of work should be as rational as in business enterprises. 

Students know and use chances to run a household in a rational way regarding financial management and organization of work.

3. Under aspects of sociology households are not only economical actors but also particularly places of human life, which substantially determine the quality of life. 

Students become acquainted with the diversity and variety of modern household forms as well as their constant change. They respect the variability of ways of life, which are to be seen in household and family. They know the possibilities of a fair distribution of daily work in households and are ready to follow such principles. 

Content of theory part

1. Private households and consumption: an overview
2. Characterisation of private households


 

3. Demand in private households



 

3.1 The principle of maximum utility

3.2 The consumption function 

3.3 The role of consumption

3.4 The spatial distribution of consumption

4. The supply side of private households





4.1 Consumers as suppliers of work on the labour markets

4.2 Capital supply in private households

5. Consumer protection







5.1 State consumer protection

5.2 Maximum consumer protection: functioning markets

5.3 Competition mechanisms as instruments of consumer protection

5.4 Financial policy in the service of consumers

(Author: Werner A. Halver)
Teaching Materials 




















The Schmidt Family

Producing and Selling Goods






Supermarket

Some little Case studies from Turkey
and other materials and tips for the classroom (see CD)



Enterprises and production

Content

Learning aims

 

Preface 

 

Enterprises may be regarded under different aspects, for example under technical, economic, legal, social and workplace related aspects, further more under international and global aspects, because many, mostly larger enterprises and groups act worldwide. 

Enterprise and production is therefore a very complex topic. The theory part of the module makes this clear again. 

This complexity must usually be reduced for the practice of teaching and learning at school, because didactical decisions depend on the special situation of the students. 

Some general learning aims and detailed aspects of the topic enterprise and production are to be found in the next two passages. The below named aspects may be helpful to design concrete learning aims. But they should be selected, specified and modified according to the situation. Age, previous knowledge, competences and interests of the young people as well as other factors (for example curricula, regional economic structure) should be taken into account. 

 

General learning aims 

 

· The students have basic knowledge about parts of the topic enterprise and production (see below Possible aspects to concrete learning aims).

· They are able to reflect their knowledge with regard to their own persons (interesting apprenticeships and well paid jobs with lasting chances at the labour market?). 

Detailed learning aims

Students know that

enterprises have an important meaning for the economical and social structure of their region or country (as a provider of goods, as a supplier of employments and incomes, as tax payer)
co-operations and extensions of enterprises within the EU may be good for the European integration
it is the primary and legitimate aim of every enterprise to make profits and to safeguard and extend its position on the market (shareholder value)

  

enterprises and managers shall observe social, ethical and ecological standards. They take responsibility for their employees and pay fair wages (stakeholder value). Nepotism, corruption, tax evasion, personal money-making, price fixings and illegal cartels as well as pollution contradict the standards of good enterprise leadership
the state is authorized and obliged to save social, ethical and ecological standards. 

Content of theory part:

1.   Enterprises and production, an overview




 

2.   Why there are enterprises






 

3.   The structure of enterprises in Europe




 

4.   The year-end financial statement of an enterprise





4.1 The profit and loss account






 

4.2 The balance sheet







 

5.   The responsibilities of the enterprise







5.1 Characteristics and kinds of production functions 



    

5.2 Production function in the law of diminishing returns

    
5.3 Production costs

6.   The production functions




6.1 Characteristics and kinds of production functions 

      
6.2 The law of diminishing returns as production function

      
6.3 The costs of production 

7.   The three sector model and the change in goods production

 

8.   Social aspects in the enterprise








9.   Environmental aspects in the enterprise






10. The change in enterprises and production






 
10.1 General development tendencies 

       
10.2 The transformation process in Eastern Europe

(Author: Werner A. Halver) 

Teaching Material 
Supply and demand

Three big players

Production projects and student companies
Marketing in private business
Some little case studies from Turkey

and other materials and tips for the classroom (see CD)


Globalisation and internationalisation
Content

Learning Aims

General Aims

1. Students should be able to prepare and realize a project called Globalisation and Internationalisation or Glocal (see Teaching Materials in the CD). They act autonomously in gaining information out of the Internet and other sources. They present the results of their work in a modern way of presentation (PPP or other).

2. Students are prepared to use the chances of globalisation and internationalisation. That means they are mobile and flexible, learn foreign languages, are ready and able to study abroad, make work experiences in international companies and look for job chances in other countries. 

3. Students know that the European Union has special programmes for international youth exchange and provides other support for young people to study and work in the neighbour countries.  

Detailed learning aims

Students know that globalisation and internationalisation
· are long lasting processes with historical, actual and future related dimensions 

· concern all human life (individuals, social groups and societies)

· have pros and cons (see Teaching Material Two Coins of the Medal, CD).

They know

· examples for globalised companies and international amalgamations

· some important international organisations, who try to structure global processes, developments and trade (World Bank, OECD, IMF, WTO, UN and others) 

· the problem of job cuts and job losses when companies or groups shift their production in other countries in order to save labour costs, the problem of bad working conditions and exploitation in developing countries (see case studies in the Teaching Material in CD)

· that globalisation and internationalisation may create individual carrier chances at home or abroad.

Content of theory part:

1. Defining Globalisation: Confusion or Consensus?

1.1 Understanding Globalisation: Behind the Curtain

1.2 Multi faces of Globalisation
2. Impacts

2.1 Visible Impacts

2.2 Deep Impacts

3. The Debate

3.1 Advocates of Globalisation: Neo-Liberal View

3.2 Opponents of Globalisation: Anti-Globalist Movement

4. Theories of International Trade

4.1 Smith and Ricardo: Classical View

4.2 Neo-Classical Theories of Trade 

5. Regulating Globalisation and Internationalisation
5.1 International Organizations

5.2 International Integrations

6. Future: Quo Vadis?

(Authors: Murat Ali Dulupcu, Onur Demirel)
Teaching Material 
Globalisation – good or bad?

Globalisation, two sides of a coin

The Name of the Rose

Teaching unit: Learning Stations Globalisation
and other materials and tips for the classroom (see CD)


Work and preparation of the young people on the working sphere

Content

Learning aims 
 

Students know that, 

 

· the  first job decision or the choice of a field of study is an important step for the individual professional carrier and the personal way of life 

 

· the decision is nothing but a first step into a process of lifelong professional qualification (and is not an irreversible decision with a lifelong meaning), this first step should open good ways and successful options for the future 

 

· life long professions do not exist any more, because the labour world permanently changes, work profiles alter, old jobs disappear and new jobs appear 
 

· the modern labour world requests a high degree of mobility, flexibility, ability for independent work and for cooperation with others as well as readiness for lifelong learning 

 

· there are chances for apprenticeships, practical work phases or studying not only at home but also in other countries of the EU and that the EU offers help and provides special programmes 
 

· professional training or university studies and, later on, professional work should be compatible with the individual life planning and own personality (abilities, interests, capacities etc.) or at least should not be in conflict with personal attitudes and plans.

 

Students have basic knowledge about jobs and labour world. They know: 

 

· professions and order of the professions (professional systems, activity areas) 

 

· professional requirements and loads 

· chances for qualification at vocational schools or in companies

 

· regional market for job qualification and employment 

 

· chances for job education, studies and work in the European Union 

 

· rights and duties during the education and the work activity. 

 

They should be able to answer the following questions for themselves: 

· Which job education or field of study is compatible with my individual abilities and wishes? 

· Does my choice make sense also from economic aspects? 

· Does my decision open chances up for a flexible reaction to conditions, requirements and developments permanently changing in the working world and the society? 

· Does my choice offer prospects for my personal further development and self fulfilment? 

· Fits my decision with my own life concept and the ideas of my future life? 

· Have I checked whether sooner or later stays (practical trainings, study semesters, professional practice) in other EU-countries or elsewhere abroad are possible and make sense for me and my professional plans? 

Content of theory part:

Introduction 
1. Work as natural activity

2. Work and lifelong learning

3. The impact of Globalisation on the labour market and education

4. Equal opportunities

5. Current problems of the labour market

6. Main subjects in the preparation of young people for the labour market

7. Some programmes for the support of the European mobility and career guidance development

Conclusion

(Author: Bohumira Lazarova) 
Teaching Materials 
Preparing young people for the world of work by school education – school programmes
Exercise: Living space
Exercise: Variety of work activities

Exercise: Assessment of the requirements of selected occupations
and other materials and tips for the classroom (see CD)
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