Globalisation – good or bad?

A proposal for teaching in secondary schools

Aims:

Students should know that globalisation

· is a world wide irreversible process
· concern all countries round the world and all human life 

· has pros and cons. 

Teaching steps
· Students read Two sides of a coin, information sheet, attached, next side (individual work)

· They have the chance to ask questions in order to clarify understanding problems (class work)

· They make a choice out of the paper: Which advantage and which disadvantage is the most interesting for me personally? (individual work)

· They inform their classmates about their choice and explain and justify it (group work, 4 or more). The group makes an agreement, if needed by majority decision: Which is our common most interesting pro, which is the con? They elect a speaker.
· The speaker informs the plenary about the group decision and explains the reasons (class work)
· After discussion the students decide (maybe by majority decision): What is the most interesting pro, what the con for all of us? (class work) The both topics are notified (blackboard or beamer)
· Teacher leads the students to make a plan and develop a strategy in order to get more and detailed information about the two topics (class work)
· Students realize the plan using the internet and other sources (group work, maybe individual work at home)
· They present their results, maybe using PPP (class work)



Two sides of a coin, information sheet

Advantages and disadvantages of Globalisation (in parts and simplified) 

 

	Advantages 
	Disadvantages 

	Peace dividend: 

When people trade they do not shoot 

 

 

Democracy dividend: 

Open borders and economic development promote democratization processes  

 

Dynamics of economy: 

Permanent growth of the world economy  

Export surplus of the German economy 

Energy export as an engine of the Russian economy

Economic growth in the new member countries of the EU 

Fight against poverty: 

The average income of the lower fifth of the world population was doubled in 1965-1998 

 

Consumption increase: 

Today,  people consume worldwide twice as much as in 1960 

 

Communication (WWW): 

exorbitant increase 

 

Tourism: 

exorbitant increase 
	Crisis vulnerability: 

For example: Asian economic crisis of 1997/98 which caused an international crash of stock markets 

 

Flight of capital: 

Russian oligarchs run away with their money, German capital is hidden in  Switzerland or in the Caribbean isles 

 

International crime: 

Drug trafficking, modern slave trade, laundering of money 

 

Environmental damage: 

Climate disaster, waste of resources  

 

Exploitation of the people: 

Inhuman working conditions in the poor countries 

 

Unemployment in the developed countries by export of work: 

German economy created millions of jobs abroad and complains a great rate of unemployment at home.

 

Social disparities in the developed countries: 

Poor people are the losers, rich people the winners  of Globalisation in countries like Germany and France

 


