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	The Name of the Rose - a story about Globalisation 

or 
How is a little town in Ecuador connected with the rouble crisis of 1998 and the globalisation? 
 

You remember: In 1998 the financial crisis in Southeast Asia caused an economic crisis in Russia. The Russian currency lost its value and the Moscow stock exchange crashed.  After that seventeen banks went bankrupt on the other side of the ocean in the canton Cayambe in Ecuador. Farms were closed. Workers lost their job.
What happened?
Many Russian people lost their saved money. They worried about bread and butter. Nobody bought roses. The international trading price of a rose dropped of 37 to 12 U.S. cents. But the indebted farms in Ecuador needed at least a price of 21 to pay their debts. A third of all banks went bankrupt. Farms were closed. The flower workers, mostly females, were dismissed. 
 

A dream came to an end. In the nineteenth globalisation had brought prosperity to Cayambe. Cayambe, the sleepy canton at the equator, suddenly blossomed out. There was an atmosphere of gold rush. Today every fifth of the twelve million Ecuadorians must work in the USA or Europe. In the nineteenth the roses provided thousands of new jobs in Cayambe and in the region Latacunga. Most of working women in that region were mujeres en flores, women in flowers. They worked hard. Nevertheless they were proud to earn money by themselves and to make a step to more independence in family and society. That was their dream and a part female history.
 

The life of a rose is short. But the chain of people who live from roses is long. Most of the 150000 workers on the flower plantations of the world are women. When they plant and grow the flowers, they are in permanent contact with harmful chemicals. They work on their knees. Nevertheless they are paid less than male workers. They are not equipped with protective clothing on many farms. They come home in their working cloths, take the children on the arm or to the chest and prepare the meal. Maternity leaves do not exist or are very short. Women in flowers can tell a lot about miscarriages. 
 

In the meantime the flower industry recovered from crisis. The traders are in a bed of roses. Freight Jumbo jets stuffed with flower pallets cross the oceans. Any regular plane which leaves Bogotá, Quito or Nairobi in the direction of Europe or North America has roses or other flowers in its belly. Value of roses increases sevenfold on the way from the southern continents to the flower shops in the North. 
 

German customers pay about three billion euros for cut flowers per annum, every third is a rose. 
 
Source: Die Zeit 21.07.2005





Discussion questions for students

1. Which international connections does the rose example show?? 
2. What are the working conditions of the women in flowers? 
3. How shall one judge transport routes about thousands of kilometres if one thinks of the environment? 

4. Do you know other goods which are produced and traded similarly like the roses? 
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