Prepared by Lygumai (Pakruojis region, Lithuania) secondary school teacher Fausta Smolenskiene
Why do people emigrate to other countries?
Aim: to define costs and benefits experienced by people who are determined to emigrate from their homeland.
Competences to be developed: critical thinking, social activeness.

Methods: discussion, work in groups
Means: handouts with described situations
Suggested activity

During the activity students will discuss and find out what costs incur and what benefits receive people decided to emigrate from their country.
1. Handouts with described situations (Annex 1) are distributed to groups of students.
2. Having read the situation, the group indicates what costs in their opinion incurred (e.g., friends, family members and relatives, property are abandoned, learning a new language, following new traditions, cost of journey, finding a new housing, illegal revenue and absence of social security, work incompatible with received education, etc.) and what benefit received (possibility to get a better-paid job, spend leisure time more pithily, improve conditions of life, lower taxes, etc.) people by emigrating from the country.
3. Discussion: “what are the distinctive features of Lithuanians’ emigration?” Questions for discussion:
a) Is this emigration usually temporary among older people (leaving to earn money only)?

b) What are the reasons of emigration of young people (e.g., undeveloped system of higher education)?
c) What harm and benefit does Lithuania receive from emigration (e.g., qualified labour force is lost, but experience is gained, which can be used after coming back; the leaving persons solve unemployment problems themselves and number of the unemployed decreases in the country, emigrants provide material support for family members who stay in Lithuania)?
SITUATIONS (Annex 1)
Situation A

Jonas’ family consists of four persons and lives in a two-room flat. His father (an engineer) and mother (a teacher) have a good education (higher), but, in their opinions, do jobs that are not adequately paid according to their education, therefore for many years they have no possibility to improve their conditions of life or to leave on holiday with a family for a longer time. Jonas and his younger brother would like to attend sports hobby groups, but the family cannot afford supplemental education of both children. The income that the family receives is enough only for the basic necessities (buying food, paying housing-related expenses, buying items that children need). The family sometimes has to borrow money for living from acquaintances. Jonas’ father decided to emigrate to England, because a relative he knows offered a better paid job (as a helper in constructions). The family expects to improve its financial situation this way.
Situation B
Andre and his family live in a country where people are prosecuted for their beliefs by the government. This family decides to emigrate to America, because they know that their beliefs will not disturb anyone in this democratic country. They have friends there who will help to find a job and kids will be able to go to school. Andre’s family is not prosperous in its country and takes temporary jobs that are poorly paid, so they cannot travel by plane or any other transport. They have to leave their meagre possessions, friends and next of kin.
Situation C

Saulius’ family was rather well-off. His parents were in business, but it failed. Now their family is much indebted to banks, furthermore, its real estate is lost; therefore it is forced to rent housing. In order to be able to repay loans taken from the bank, Saulius’ father and mother decided to emigrate to America. They made up their minds to temporarily leave care of their children to their relatives.
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