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BY-MINUTE MATCH REPORTS

1. Introduction



the Guardian
the Guardian Unlimited

the Guardian Unlimited
he

2. Minute-by-minute commentaries



The Guardian

email
pretty much anything about anything and anyone



3. Verbal competitiveness in MBMs

It was…

76 mins “Replay showed Rooney didn’t touch Carvalho’s knackers,” says 
Kevin Mackenzie. “Unjustly sent off. Yellow card at most.” It was a stamp.
It was violent conduct. It was a red card



52 mins “I know the game is a bit dull, but think of it this way: England are 
possibly 45 minutes, and a goal, away from a humiliating exit and a disa-
strous World Cup performance,” says Zulfi Shah. “That should cheer you 
up.” You’re right: if England lose after this performance they’ll get 

. Ah, the sweet feeling of coursing serotonin

Our Brave Dullards

and it’s the same, same old story for England. England have found their 
level – the quarter-finals – and all the bluster and blame and bull****, can’t

that you or I could have done. 



10 mins “Pity Robben isn’t playing,” says Geertjan Wielenga. “And Van 
Persie. Then again, if they were, Holland would have won that match they 
lost. Damn.” This is the standard of gag so far. This is what we have to put 
up with.

we

3.1. Competition with TV commentators

“San Miguel” joke



26 mins A lull, which Mark Lawrenson attempts to enliven by making a pa-
thetical “San Miguel” joke that, were it up to me, would lead to him being 
instantly horsewhipped until he can bleed no more

106 mins Right, this is it. “There’s Mick Jagger in the crowd,” says Motson. 
“He’ll be getting a lot of satisfaction from this,” deadpans Chucklebrother
Lawrenson. Millions weep for a once funny and satirical country

Right, this is it
deadpans



Chucklebrother Lawrenson

asks Bambi, who 
may or may not be a cute fawn  you’re about 
as funny as a kick in the crown jewels,

France, perversely looking the fresher despite their average age of 87

3.2. Competition with readers



Get behind the sofa time: Here we go kids. “Do you reckon they will open 
the stadium roof before Becks takes his penalty?” chuckles Peter Duchek, 
not allowing the fact that Beckham is off the pitch to spoil a half-decent joke

29 mins “Spencer Brown is not the only person in the office,” writes Andrew 
Hockley. “I am too – and my office is in the US, so everybody else is out 
watching parades of fat old men in fezes drive round in little cars with flags 
on. I think I’ll stay here.” 

Working on Independence Day? Bah, humbug!

70 mins “Trapped in the office finishing off the best alternative guidebook 
to a city ever,” writes Andrew Losowsky in Barcelona. “If you point that 



the L****l G***e will change your life, I’ll buy you a falafel and a glass
of port.” A falafel? A glass of port? You tight 
git! I don’t come that cheap Andrew – you’ll have to up the payola ante 
considerably to get your tome’s name mentioned. 

 Portugal substitution: Nuno Gomes for Pauleta.

A falafel? A glass of port?
You tight git!

Don’t 
any of you blokes…

18 mins From a corner, Jan Koller gets a header on goal, but it’s a lobbed
effort that doesn’t trouble Greek goalkeeper Nikopolidis unduly
The geeks and losers are out in force tonight: “Any ideas why Charisteas 
isn’t playing for the Greeks?” asks Steve Tait. “I’m second in my fantasy 
leage  and just transferred him into my team in the hope of catching the 
leader, only to go to your page and see he’s not playing! I’m about as happy 
as Ger McNally (who I suggest should watch the highlights of Englands 
tournament to cheer himself up).” 
Fantasy Football? Gah! Don’t any of you blokes have girlfriends?
Incidentally, your man is playing, except the wires have spelt his name 
Haristeas.



nerd

44 mins Fantasy Football loving nerd Steve Tait (18 mins) is back: “I’m 
now getting slated by my mates for being a girlfriendless geek,” he whinges. 
No change there then, I’ll wager.

57 mins The Czechs come close from a corner. Rosicky swings it in and 
Koller gets in Milan Baros’s way at the far post. Unlucky. Now, a plea from 
the heart. My heart…
If everyone who appears to have mistaken this commentary for a radio re-
quest show, not to mention those who keep mailing to point out (a) typos and 
(b) that this minute-by-minute report isn’t actually 

 report, could sod off, my in-box would be a lot less cluttered 
and it would save me a lot of hassle. You all know who you are and you’re 
about as funny as a kick in the crown jewels. 



4. Conclusion
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