
ON SEMANTIC DETERMINACY OF DIALOGUES
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF WRITTEN RELIGIOUS

DISCOURSE

1. Introduction

distributional macrofields

primary writ-
ten religious discourse

Luke 2:1–20
Book of Revelation 21:6b

Psalm 91



New International Version
NIV NIV

2. Focus of the Paper

semantic
(in)determinacy arsenal of FSP

3. Religious Discourse

primary religious discourse

secondary religious discourse



4. Semantic (In)determinacy: Theoretical Background

4.1 Spoken Discourse

semantic
indeterminacy

interactional

indirectness
impersonality

 attenuation

accentuation
 vagueness

.

4.2 Discourse of Biblical Dialogues

recorded in a written form  ‘script-
ed dialogues’ primarily spoken

sui generis

genuine / authentic conversation



as the text material that 
is to be examined (biblical dialogues) falls into the category of primarily 
written texts, the degree of its semantic indeterminacy should logically be 
different from that of genuine English conversation.

5. Biblical Dialogues: FSP Analysis

5.1 Jesus Teaches Nicodemus (John 3:1–18)
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Repetition

Figure 2 
key words number of occurrences

4
4
4
4

straightforward



dynamic-semantic
homogeneity

RhPr:

stylized text

to persuade

5.2 John the Baptist Denies Being the Christ (John 1:19–28)
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4

RhPr:



RhPr/DTh:

Figure 4 

Dynamic-semantic string

John the Baptist

Jewish leaders

6. Biblical Dialogues: Summary

repetition.

lexical density saturation

persuasion



explicit-
ness

lexico-
semantic diversity

ideology

7. Conclusions



stylised conversation

question-
answer pattern

the sub-genre of biblical dialogues manifests clear features 
that might be labelled as semantic determinacy, namely: directness, personal 
involvement, persuasion, clarity and unambiguity.

Figure 5 



The overall 
character of biblical dialogues may be seen as a stylised conversation mani-
festing a high degree of semantic determinacy

Notes

4
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