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4.1. Nationality as a source of newsworthiness 

Telegraph

ENGLISH NANNY ACCUSED
OF HARMING BABY

British au pair, British girl, British teenager
the British nanny Louise Woodward the

British au-pair Louise Woodward



4.2. Mistreatment of an ingroup teenager by outgroup members

Whatever middle-class couples may tell their friends, the truth is that thou-
sands of young English girls who come to America offering their services 

-

described as au pairs, they are lured across the Atlantic by advertisements 
which promise the chance to sample the American way of life – all expenses 
paid

… For most families, they are a cheap substitute to professionally-trained 



‘across

ad-
vertisements which promise the chance to sample the American way of life – 
all expenses paid
These girls come over here expecting that it is going to be like a luxury cruise… 

Instead, they find themselves on a life raft

meaning that it pays no taxes  does not mean 

of some … are paying themselves as much as $300,000 a year

Some families encourage English “nannies” to enter the country posing 
as tourists
officials at Kennedy and Newark airports, where any young English girl is 
a potential suspect
in a teenage girl from Ireland, but only after she was told by the immigration 
officer that he had “bust nine nannies already today and she would be the 



4.3. The stereotype of the British Nanny

It was as if the British Nanny herself, that paragon of domestic order, was in 
the dock for the murder of one of her charges



our
girls

The death of an American baby in the care of a Brit-
ish au pair may cast a slur on our girls, says Celia Dodd

the name of the Great British nanny in the 

For years British nannies abroad have been able to trade on an unrivalled 
reputation for excellence which owes as much to Mary Poppins as it does to 

-
mate status symbol

“it sounds very 
good to have a British nanny”

their low cost and fluency in English – as op-
posed to Spanish, the language of most cheap childminders

our girls

as it 
does to real worth which leads the world



Americans choose British nannies not so much for their training, which 
leads the world with its emphasis on childcare in the home and hands-on 
experience, but because they like the accent, or the uniform, or the notion of 
a firm hand

“…Louise Woodward is a sacrificial lamb, 

4.4. ‘Us’ vs ‘Them’ and the multiple victimisation of Woodward

a second “tragedy” of injustice … unfolding a teenager 

forced her to watch a television programme about children being abused
her ordeal in a US prison

has been seriously prejudiced by US media reports
was becoming 

a victim of state politics and public bias

the Telegraph The task of 
finding an unbiased jury to try a British woman … began in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts

Two-thirds of potential jurors in the Massachusetts city where a British teen-
ager faces a murder trial over the death of a baby in her care, have already 
decided she is guilty, a poll has shown



the Telegraph

Most observers at the trial … thought the defence had done enough to un-
dermine prosecution claims that Woodward had inflicted devastating skull 
and brain injuries on Matthew Eappen because she had become frustrated 

But the jury appeared to put more weight on the evidence of local surgeons 
and medical examiners who had directly treated Matthew than on the string 
of renowned experts
in fact, suffered several weeks before his death

the Telegraph

LOUISE JUDGE: US JURIES ARE IGNORANT
asking the ignorant to use the incomprehensible 

to decide the unknowable



-
not even an American 

jury could possibly say otherwise How could they come up with a verdict 

“The fight will go on because the village is completely united behind Lou-

)

help her 
through this ‘a verdict like that

Vic Brown … described the verdict as “one of the biggest travesties of jus-
tice that either of our nations Cry for us in Boston You
have wrongly sent a young girl of tremendous strength, love and ability to 
waste away, denied the opportunity to make her contribution to goodness in 



The Telegraph

“We in Britain have a well-developed judicial system but miscarriages can 
happen occasionally and we have to hold up our hands and admit they have 

what I am saying to the Americans is, be big enough and 
strong enough
a miscarriage of justice

“Louise put her faith in the American system of justice and it failed her
miserably”

“I wonder if these people  were sitting in the same courtroom as 



the Telegraph

-
der, she would have died in prison, a fate reserved in Britain for the worst of 
serial killers, in the category of Myra Hindley and Ian Brady

the Telegraph

4.5. Post-verdict reversal of negativity

blaming a rape victim for rape” stung by suggestions that they 
should share responsibility for the death of their baby hate mail 

the Telegraph
“got

off easy”



the Telegraph
US VIEWERS ATTACK JUSTICE SYSTEM

BACKLASH IN AMERICA, BACKLASH IN BRITAIN

Mrs Eappen said: “The idea that someone who looks normal and friend-
ly or like a young – and I hate to stereotype – white, soft-spoken, British-
accented

the Telegraph

… a man voiced his disgust at news footage from England showing people 

that child watching a shot on TV of people waving bottles of champagne 
The English are supposed 

This letter is with regard to the sickening behaviour and attitude exhibited by 



-

I know that after killing and slaughtering so many people, over these many 
centuries, all over the globe, the British must surely be better equipped to 

Instead, evidently, your populace seems to hold a greater deal of sympathy 
for the British criminal or criminals rather than the poor victims whose lives 

…I am appalled…, I find it abhorrent…, , 
I am absolutely horrified

This is sick and a blasphemy to the memory…
the Telegraph

One caller… said his wife burst into tears “because she felt so ashamed to 

the Telegraph



Zobel was guided by a hero of the revolution

a lawyer dedicated to the legal system

5. Conclusion

the Telegraph

teenager, au-pair, 
school-leaver, victim of injustice, sacrificial lamb, borderline hero for her efforts 
to save the child

…the
newspaper and the country saw her as a victim of a miscarriage of justice rather 
than a criminal

The spectre of the Woodward case left me 
-

of the world?



“To see Louise essentially exonerated, released to the 
cheers of her fan club … to see her as some sort of hero”
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