
PRAGMATIC DIMENSIONS IN STYLISTIC ANALYSIS

Introduction



Semantic versus pragmatic dimensions in SA

There used to be decent lavatories, but now they are locked 

but often a window is 
smashed, and there is always graffiti locked up

repaired

there now
used to be as soon as

young people graduates, the privileged young
ingenious social life a need for systematic destruction



A pragmatic model of meaning



disregarded report

he is on automatic in his rage, 



Foregrounding, deviation and parallelism

provided by the keepers of the Underground, inserted into a row of adver-
tisements



The meaning of speech acts

so angry 
that



they
energetic – angry

the other side 
I was at my window – just 

did my car in
they were laughing like dogs they went off like bats 

out of hell



Empire had not imploded, the world had not 
invaded

surely, probably 
not

white, black, brown, yellow-
ish pinko-grey the mourners that other London



Two Japanese girls, as glossy and self-sufficient as young cats, 

the Japanese, 
who are never, ever, scruffy, or careless in that other London there were no 
foreigners

Conclusion
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