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EATS GRADUATE STUDENT WORKSHOP - PROGRAM 
 
Monday, September 6, 2010  
Classroom: K12 (Veveří 28, groundfloor)  

9:00 Opening 

9:10-11:30 Movie: 1895 

11:30-13:00 Lunch 

13:00-15:30 The Scripting of Taiwan’s Ethnicities I - Taiwan until the 
1980s: Sinification and the Fiction of a Homogenous 
“China”. 
Dr. Jens Damm 
- Lecture (50 min.) 
- Students presentation (20 min) 
- Discussion 

15:30-16:00 Break 

16:00-17:00 The Scripting of Taiwan’s Ethnicities II: Multicultural 
Taiwan. 
Dr. Jens Damm 
- Lecture (50 min.) 
- Students presentation (20 min) 
- Discussion 

 

Tuesday, September 7, 2010  
Classroom: K12 (Veveří 28, groundfloor) 
9:00-10:30 Women in Taiwan 

Dr. Astrid Lipinsky 
Lecture  

    Brainstorming: Which aspects of „women in 

Taiwan“ are we interested in? Which do we think are 

Taiwan-specific? 

10:30-11:00 Break 

11:00- 11:30 Brainstorming 

11:30-12:30 The Taiwan women's movement 
Dr. Astrid Lipinsky 
- Lecture,  

- students’ presentations: key women's organizations 
(NGO): 

- Warm Life (women and divorce) 

- Awakening (women and their magazine) 
- Homemakers' Union and Foundation (family 

health) 
- Discussion: Why to research the Taiwanese women's 

movement? 

12:30-13:30 Lunch 

13:30-15:00 Taiwan’s Legal System in East Asia 
Dr. Astrid Lipinsky 

- Brainstorming (What is interesting about Taiwan’s 
Law?), 

- Lecture with PPT 
- students’ presentations: 

 The constitution – history and reform 

15:00-15:30 Break 

15:30-17:00 Taiwan’s Legal System in East Asia 
Dr. Astrid Lipinsky 
Students’ presentations: 

 Family law and its role compared to the PR 
China 

 Legal education 
Input and discussion: The role of law in the women’s 
movement 

 
Wednesday, September 8, 2010 
Classroom: K12 (Veveří 28, groundfloor) 
9:00-10:30 Three Phrases of Taiwanese Regional Literature: 1930s 

Prof. Fan Ming-ju 

- Lecture, readings, class discussion 

10:30-11:00 Break 

11:00- 12:30 Three Phrases of Taiwanese Regional Literature: 1970s 
and contemporary literature 
Prof. Fan Ming-ju 
- Lecture, readings, class discussion 

12:30-13:30 Lunch 

13:30-15:00 Religion: Japanese colonial period  
Dr. Shih Fang-long 
- 60 min. lecture 

- 10 mins students presentation 

- 20 mins discussion 
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15:00-15:30 Break 

15:30-17:00 Religion: in KMT era 
Dr. Shih Fang-long 
- 60 min. lecture 

- 10 mins students presentation 

- 20 mins discussion 

  
 

Thursday, September 9, 2010 
Classroom: K12 (Veveří 28, groundfloor) 
9:00-10:30 Religion: under DPP administration 

Dr. Shih Fang-long 
- 60 min. lecture, 10 mins students presentation, 20 

mins discussion 

10:30-11:00 Break 

11:00- 12:30 Religion: in the global age 
Dr. Shih Fang-long 
- 60 min. lecture, 10 mins students presentation, 20 

mins discussion 

12:30-13:30 Lunch 

13:30-15:00 History: Facts and Interpretation of the Colonial Period 
(1895-1945) 
Dr. Ann Heylen 
- Lecture (50 min.) 
- Students presentation (20 min) 
- Discussion 

15:00-15:30  Break 

15:30-17:00 History: Colonial Education and Selected Topics 
Dr. Ann Heylen 
- Lecture (50 min.) 
- Students presentation (20 min) 
- Discussion 

17:30-19:00 Historical Overview of Taiwan Cinema 
Prof. Albert Wei-min Tang 
-lecture with movie clips  

 

 
 
 

Friday, September 10, 2010 
Classroom: K12 (Veveří 28, groundfloor) 
9:00-10:30 Popular Culture and Cinema 

Dr. Yin C. Chuang 

- 60 min. lecture 

- 30 min. discussion 

10:30-11:00 Break 

11:00- 12:30 Colonial Taiwan: The Puppetmaster (Ximeng rensheng) 
by Hou Hsiao-hsien 
Dr. Margaret Hillenbrant 
- Lecture (45 minutes) 
- Clip analysis  (15 minutes) 
- Discussion (30 minutes) 

12:30-13:30 Lunch 

13:30-15:00 Queer culture in Taiwan: The River (Heliu) by Tsai 
Ming-liang 
Dr. Margaret Hillenbrand 
- Lecture (45 minutes) 
- Clip analysis  (15 minutes) 
- Discussion (30 minutes) 

15:00-15:30  Break 

15:30-17:00 Transnational  Taiwan: Blue Gate Crossing (Lanse 
damen) by Yee Chih-yen 
Dr. Margaret Hillenbrand 
- Lecture (45 minutes) 
- Clip analysis  (15 minutes) 
- Discussion (30 minutes) 

 

Saturday, September 11, 2010 
Classroom: K12 (Veveří 28, groundfloor) 
9:00-10:30 The spoken and written languages of Taiwan - an 

introduction  

Dr. Henning Klöter 

-  lectures (with ppt support),  
discussion (group division), short presentations by 
students 

 

10:30-11:00 Break 

11:00- 12:30 The spoken and written languages of Taiwan – 
Presentation and discussions 
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Dr. Henning Klöter 

lectures (with ppt support) 
discussion (group division), short presentations by 
students 

12:30-13:30 Lunch 

13:30-15:00 The spoken and written languages of Taiwan - Lecture, 
conclusions and further questions 

Dr. Henning Klöter 

 Closing session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SCRIPTING OF TAIWANôS ETHNICITIES    
Dr. Jens Damm (Freie Universität, Berlin, Germany) 
 

 
These two sessions aim to analyze the scripting of Taiwan’s ethnicities within the cultural, 

social and political identity discourses the last fifty years: 
Session 1 deals with the perception of Taiwan as only one part of the larger construct of 

the Republic of China, including a Chinese identity; this idea, although seldom mentioned, was 
strongly re-enforced in Taiwan itself during the Chinese Cultural Renaissance Movement (1966 -
1972). At the same time, however, Taiwanese groups, mostly in the US and Japan, started to contest 
the idea and consciously created a new Taiwanese identity which was embedded in the notion that 
Taiwan and the Taiwanese are different from China (Chen, 2006). In this counter-discourse, Taiwan 
became discursively integrated in a Southeast Asian history shaped by migration and the mixing of 
cultures (Williams, 2003) and in this way, Chineseness as an identity in Taiwan was seriously 
challenged for the first time. Interestingly enough, this also played an important role within the 
“Chinese” diaspora (overseas Chinese communities). Since the more traditional ethnic Chinese in 
the diaspora have always been afraid of “losing” their own identity, which is considered to be fixed 
and traditionally based, the discussion in Taiwan also challenged their view of “Chineseness.” 
Slogans such as “nativization,” “de-sinification,” the creatively-built new identities, such as, the 

Taiqiao ẻ (as opposed to huaqiao ẻ), and the idea that Taiwanese are “ethnic Chinese 

outside China (huaren ӝ) rather than “Chinese of China” (Zhongguoren ѐ ӝ) are all contested 

identities which for decades have remained unchallenged (Damm, 2007) and which were seen 
critically by the overseas Chinese in general.  

Session 2 deals with the “creation” of Holo, Hakka, Mainlander, and Aborigines (and to 
some extent the new migrants) during the era of Chen Shui-bian. . 

It was only after liberalization and democratization in the late 1980s and 1990s that 
Taiwan’s new identity as a post-modern globalized society started to thrive with an increasing focus 
on multiculturalism, and discussions began to take place on how to overcome the rifts between the 
various ethnic groups in order to create “a community of 21 million with a shared fate” composed 
of “the new Taiwanese” as described by the former President, Lee Teng-hui. During the Chen Shui-
bian era, the Taiwanese discourse on multiculturalism started to focus mainly on four ethnic groups: 
the Hoklo (fulao), the Hakka (kejia), the Mainlander (waishengren) and the aboriginal peoples 
(yuanzhumin), partly also on the „new migrants (xin yimin). 

Methodologically, reference is made to a discursive content analysis, anthropological 
research and diasporic approaches employing “cross-border perspectives” and focusing on relations, 
connections, entanglements and circulations, on the content of the discourse, the form and the 
social actors involved. Starting from a local Taiwanese perspective (community formation and 
identity politics), the coproduction of the global, the local and the regional always forms an integral 
part through the course.  

Session 1) Taiwan until the 1980s: Sinification and the Fiction of a Homogenous “China” 
Preparatory reading:  
Damm, Jens. (2010 forthcoming-a). From 'Overseas Chinese' to 'Overseas Taiwanese' In Jens Damm 

& Gunter Schubert (Eds.), Taiwan. London and New York: Routledge. 
Chun, Allen. (1994). From Nationalism to Nationalizing: Cultural Imagination and State Formation in 

Postwar Taiwan. The Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs(31), 49-69. 
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Session 2) Multicultural Taiwan 
Preparatory reading: 
Damm, Jens. (2010 forthcoming-b. Identities in Taiwan: Becoming Multicultural, Including the Use of 

Multiculturalism for Gaining Global Legitimacy. London and New York: Routledge. In Jens 
Damm & Paul Lim (Eds.), European Perspectives on Taiwan. London and New York: 
Routldge. 

Wang, Lirong (Wang Lijung) ᶄ . (2007). Diaspora, Identity and Cultural Citizenship: The Hakkas 
in 'Multicultural Taiwan' Ethnic and Racial Studies, 30(5), 875-895 
 
Additional reading session 1 and 2 
A) Ethnification and Ethnification Discourses, Chineseness and Taiwaneseness, and (Han) Ethnicities 
as Contested Identities  
Using a social constructivist approach, theoretical texts are discussed to explain the ways in which 
ethnicities and ethnic identities are formed, constructed and contested.  
Texts: 

 (Gladney, 2004) (introduction)  
 (Williams, 2003) 
 (Wang, 2003a)(introduction)  
 (Chun, 1996, 2007) 

 
Additional reading session 1 
B) The role of the KMT state in sinification and the creation of an all-embracing Han ethnicity  
Texts: 

 (Chun, 1994) 
 (Ruan, 2004) 
 (Wei, 2006)  

 
Additional reading session 1 and 2 
C) Research on Taiwanese identity  
Texts:  

 (Chang, 2004) 
 (Damm, 2010 forthcoming-a) 
 (Marsh, 2002) 
 (Harrison, 2006) (Explaining National Identity) 

 
Additional reading session 2 
D) The introduction of a policy of multiculturalism 
Texts 

 (Damm, 2010 forthcoming-b) 
 (Wang, 2003b) 
 (Chun, 2000) 

 
Additional reading session 2 
E) From mountain people to aborigines 
Texts: 

 (Rudolph, 1998) 
 (Scott, 2009) 
 (Brown, 2004) 

 
Additional reading session 2 
F) Hakka in Taiwan and the global Hakka diaspora: - 

 (Wang, 2007) 
 (Chiu, 2005) 

 
Additional reading session 2 
G) Holo – the silent majority 

 (Wang, 2003a) 
 (Shi, 2000) 

 
Additional reading session 2 
H) Mainlanders  
Texts: 

 (Corcuff, 2004) 
 (Li, 2002) 
 (Corcuff, 2010 forthcoming) 

 
Additional reading session 2 
 I) The Specific Use of the new Media by Taiwanese Ethnic Groups 

 (Cai, 2001) 
 Damm 2010 (not yet written) 
 (Peng, 2009) 

 
Classroom activities for the workshop 
Students should expect to read obligatory academic papers as preparation for their own 
presentation During the class, there will be lectures, followed by student presentations and 
discussions. In addition, students have to prepare short presentations (as group work).  
 
References 
Brown, Melissa J. (2004). Is Taiwan Chinese?: The Impact of Culture, Power, and Migration on 

Changing Identities. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Cai, Dujian  (Ed.). (2001). Meiti zaixian yu dangdai Taiwan minzu rentong xinggou de 

gonggong lunshu fenxi ᾋ Ԇ ὨὭ ‍ . Taipei: 
Tangshan. 

Chang, Bi-yu. (2004). From Taiwanisation to De-sinification Culture Construction in Taiwan since the 
1990s. China Perspectives, 56, 34. 

Chen, Jiahong ᴧ . (2006). Taiwan duli yundongshi ◦  (History of the Taiwan 

independence movement). Taipei: Yushanshe . 
Chiu, Ann Shu-ju. (2005). The Chinese Overseas Organizations on the Internet, with a Note on the 

Socio-Cultural Phenomena beyond the Webscape. , 9, 343-380. 
Chun, Allen. (1994). From Nationalism to Nationalizing: Cultural Imagination and State Formation in 

Postwar Taiwan. The Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs(31), 49-69. 
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Chun, Allen. (1996). Fuck Chineseness: On the Ambiguities of Ethnicity as Culture as Identity. 
boundary 2, 23(2), 111-138. 

Chun, Allen. (2000). Grand Illusion: The Long History of Multiculturalism in Taiwan in an Era of 
Invented Indigenization. Paper presented at the Conference on Remapping Taiwan: 
Histories and Cultures in the Context of Globalization, 
Http://www.international.ucla.edu/cira/paper/TW_Chun_Allen.pdf, accessed 10 Oct 2008. 

Chun, Allen. (2007). Ethnic Identity in the Politics of the Unreal Taiwan in Comparative Perspective 1, 
76-86. 

Corcuff, Stephane. (2010 forthcoming). Taiwan’s Mainlanders under President Chen Shui-bian: A 
Shift from the Political to the Cultural? In Jens Damm & Gunter Schubert (Eds.), Taiwan. 
London and New York: Routledge. 

Corcuff, Stéphane (Gao Kefu). (2004). Feng he ri nuan. Taiwan Waishengren yu guojia rentong de 
ȊƘǳŀƴōƛŀƴ ό[ƛƎƘǘ ²ƛƴŘΣ ǿŀǊƳ ǎǳƴΦ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΩǎ aŀƛƴƭŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ 
transition). Taipei: Yunchen wenhua. 

Damm, Jens. (2007). "Overseas Chinese" and Taiwan: Unresolved Questions of Identity and 
Belonging. Berliner Chinahefte/Chinese History and Society, 32, 79-100. 

Damm, Jens. (2010 forthcoming-a). From 'Overseas Chinese' to 'Overseas Taiwanese' In Jens Damm 
& Gunter Schubert (Eds.), Taiwan. London and New York: Routledge. 

Damm, Jens. (2010 forthcoming-b). Identities in Taiwan: Becoming Multicultural, Including the Use 
of Multiculturalism for Gaining Global Legitimacy. London and New York: Routledge. In 
Jens Damm & Paul Lim (Eds.), European Perspectives on Taiwan. London and New York: 
Routldge. 

Gladney, Dru C. (2004). Dislocating China: Reflections on Muslims, Minorities, and Other Subaltern 
Subjects. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Harrison, Mark. (2006). Legitimacy, Meaning and Knowledge in the Making of Taiwanese Identity. 
New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 

Li, Kuang-chün. (2002). Mirrors and Masks: An Interpretative Study of Mainlander's Identity 
Dilemma. In Stéphane Corcuff (Ed.), Memories of the Future: National Identity Issues and 
the Search for a New Taiwan (pp. 102-122). Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe. 

Marsh, Robert. (2002). National identity and Ethnicity in Taiwan: Some Trends in the 1990s. In 
Stéphane Corcuff (Ed.), Memories of the Future: National Identity Issues and the Search for 
a New Taiwan (pp. 1441-1159). Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe. 

Peng, Wenzheng . (2009). Kejia chuanbo lilun yu shizheng ẚ . Taipei: Wu 
Nan. 

Ruan, Ming . (2004). Liangge Taiwan de mingyun - rentong TAIWAN vs. rentong CHINA ὥᶿ
- TAIWAN vs CHINA. Taipei: Yushanshe chuban. 

Rudolph, Michael. (1998). The Quest for Difference vs the Wish to Assimilate: Taiwan's Aborigines 
and their Struggle for Cultural Survival in Times of Multiculturalism. . The Taiwan 
Aboriginal Rights Webpage. Online http://www.taiwanfirstnations.org/mult.html 
(accessed 25 MArch 2009). 

Scott, Simon. (2009). Writing Indigeneity in Taiwan. In Fang-Long Shih, Stuart Thompson & Paul 
Tremlett (Eds.), Re-writing Culture in Taiwan (pp. 50-68). London: Routledge. 

Shi, Zhengfeng . (2000). Taiwanren de minzu rentong ӝ . Taipei: Qiye 

chuban. 

Wang, Fuchang . (2003a). Dangdai Taiwan shehui de zujun xiangxiang Ԇ
ẹ. Taipei: Xuejun chubanshe. 

Wang, Lirong (Wang Lijung) ᶄ . (2003b). Towards Multiculturalism? Identity, Difference and 
Citizenship in Cultural Policy in Taiwan (1949-2002). University of Warwick, Warwick. 

Wang, Lirong (Wang Lijung) ᶄ . (2007). Diaspora, Identity and Cultural Citizenship: The Hakkas 

in 'Multicultural Taiwan' Ethnic and Racial Studies, 30(5), 875-895. 
Wei, Jennifer M. (2006). Language Choice and Ideology in Multicultural Taiwan. Language and 

Linguistics, 7(1), 88-107. 
Williams, Jack F. (2003). Who Are the Taiwanese? Taiwan in the Chinese Diaspora. In Laurence J. C. 

Ma & Carolyn Cartier (Eds.), The Chinese Diaspora: Space, Place, Mobility, and Identity (pp. 
163-189). Lanham et. al.: Rowman & Littlefield. 

 
 
 

WOMEN AND LAW  
Dr. Astrid Lipinsky (University of Vienna, Austria) 
 

 
Morning Session: women 
Topics: 
women in Taiwan's history:  

- the specific position of women in an immigration society (e.g. as compared to Australia) 
- women as a minority --> prostitution 
- the Taiwan tradition of inter-cultural marriages (han-Chinese men and aborigine women) 
- film 1895 The example of Hakka women (and their status) 
- development of women's status during Japanese colonialization 
- post-war development of women's education and employment 

 
women in Taiwan today: 

- education 
- employment 
- family status 
- women's studies 
- women's movement 

 
Afternoon Session: law 
 
Topics:  
Introduction to Taiwan's legal system 

- traditional law and it's current impact(s) 
- the Republican Chinese legal system 
- Positioning Taiwan's law in an East-Asian context 

 
Law and Taiwan's feminist movement 

- legal feminist movement 
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- gender mainstreaming 
- Taiwan and CEDAW (and other UN pacts) 

 
Preparatory Reading Women: 

1. PAUL D. BARCLAY: Cultural Brokerage and Interethnic Marriage in Colonial Taiwan: 
Japanese Subalterns and Their Aborigine Wives, 1895–1930. In: Journal of Asian Studies 
64, no. 2 (May 2005):323–360 
 

2. Chang, Doris T. : Women's movements in twentieth-century Taiwan, Univ of Illinois, 
Urbana 2009, pp.  
 
 

Additional Reading Women:  
Constable, Nicole   [Hrsg.] : Guest people  : Hakka identity in China and abroad. Seattle, Wash.  : 
Univ. of Washington Press , 1996  
 
Kiang, Clyde : The Hakka Odyssey & their Taiwan homeland. Elgin, Pa.  : Allegheny Press , 1992 
 
Emily Martin Ahern and Hill Gates (ed.): The anthropology of Taiwanese society 2. print. . - Taipei  : 
Caves Books [u.a.] , 1987 
 
Farris, Catherine; Lee, Anru; Rubinstein, Murray (eds.): Women in the new Taiwan. Gender roles and 
gender consciousness in a changing society. M.E. Sharpe, Armonk, New York 2004 
 
Wolf, Margery : The house of Lim  : a study of a Chinese farm family. New York, NY  : Appleton-
Century-Crofts , 1968  
 
  Preparatory Reading Law 

1. Development of Rule of Law: A Comparison of Taiwan and China  
Randall Peerenboom  
La Trobe University, Faculty of Law and Management ; Oxford University Centre for Socio-Legal 
Studies 
Weitseng Chen  
affiliation not provided to SSRN 
Available online: http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1300862 
2. http://www.cecc.gov/pages/hearings/072605/Hsieh.php 

Law in Political Transitions: Lessons from East Asia and the Road Ahead for China 
Tuesday, July 26, from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Written Statement of John Fuh-sheng Hsieh (Congressional Commission) 

Additional Reading Law: 
Allee, Mark A. : Law and local society in late imperial China  : northern Taiwan in the nineteenth 
century  / Stanford, Calif.  : Stanford Univ. Press , 1994 
Wang Tay-sheng: Legal reform in Taiwan under Japanese colonial rule  : 1895 - 1945 ; the reception 
of western law Seattle, Wash. [u.a.]  : Univ. of Washington Press , 2000 
 
 

L ITERATURE :  "T HREE PHRASES OF TAIWANESE REGIONAL 

L ITERATURE "   
Prof. Fan Ming-ju (National Cheng-chi University, Taipei, Taiwan) 

 
This theme addresses the historical development of Taiwan literature, with special attention to 
regional literature. It introduces the regional literature in the 1930s, 1970s, and contemporary 
literature.  The course will be based on basic introduction, readings in English (short-stories, essays), 
and class discussion. 
Section one focuses on the literary debates during 1930s regarding the concepts of “regional” 
literature as well as the directions of Taiwanese modern literature. How did these debates related 
to China and Japan, and the self-identification of Taiwanese literati?   
Reading texts will cover one literary essay and two critical texts:  
Chang Wen-huan, “ The Marriage of Dame Mazu,” in Taiwan Literature English Translation Series, 

No.,14 (2004): 85-88.  
Tu Kuo-ch’ing, “The Nativist Voice of Taiwan Literature,” in Taiwan Literature English Translation 

Series, No.,4 (1999): xi-xv. 
Lin Jui-ming, “Literature Originates From The Land and People,” in Taiwan Literature English 

Translation Series, No.,4 (1999): 3-8. 

     
Section two will move on to the second debates and the movement regarding regional literature of 
1970s. How kinds of political, social, literary, international backgrounds results in this crucial event? 
How did these debates cease yet how did this movement affect Taiwanese creative writing, cultural 
trend and socio-political environment?   
Reading texts: The class read two critical texts to understand the whole historical development, and 
two masterpieces of regional fiction to illustrate their artistic practices, including: 
Huang Ch’un-ming, “A Flower in the Rainy Night,” in Chinese Stories from Taiwan: 1960-1970, ed., 

Joseph Lau (NY: Columbia University Press, 1976), 195-241. 
Hung Hsing-fu, “My Land,” in Taiwan Literature English Translation Series, No.,4 (1999): 23-49. 
Chang Sung-sheng Yvonne, “The Nativist Resistance to Modernism,” ch.,5 of Modernism and the 

Nativist Resistance (Durham & London: Duke University Press, 1993), 148-176. 
Wang Jing, “Taiwan Hsiang-t’u Literature: Perspectives in the Evolution of a Literary Movement,” in 

Chinese Fiction from Taiwan: Critical Perspectives, edited by Jeannette L. Faurot (Bloomington: 
Indiana University Press, 1980), 43-70.  

 
Although the main discussion is on 1970s, the class will also briefly introduce a new style of regional 
literature raised since late 1990s by younger generation. The so-called “post-regional literature” will 
be lectured with pdf in classroom. 
Advance readings: 

̆ȅ ⁮ — Ȇ̆ȇ Ү

֒ Ȉ̆ ↄ‒  ( ̔   2004) ̆156-174Ȃ 

ѐ ‾ ̆ȇ1930 Ԇ ךּ Ȉ ( ̔   ̆ 2003 

)Ȃ 

̆ȇ Ȉ (  Ȃ(1978 ̆ ̔א
Classroom activities:  readings, class discussion 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=328862
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=1157168
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1300862
http://www.cecc.gov/pages/hearings/072605/Hsieh.php
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RELIGION :  ñFOUR PERIODS OF RELIGIOUS TRANSFORMATION :  

ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVESò 
Dr. Shih Fang-long (London School of Economics, UK) 

 
Lecture Outline 
 
This theme addresses state responses to religion and religious transformation from 1895 until the 
present. I will provide an overview of local religious practices and how the state has attempted to 
control and re-direct religion for its own purposes. State intervention has led to a transformation in 
religious practice and formed a historical legacy that has moulded the characteristics of Taiwanese 
local religious culture today. Comparisons will also be made with China. I take an anthropological 
approach to address the issues. This theme will be more fully elaborated in the following four 
periods: 
 

1. The Japanese Colonial Period (8 September 13:30-15:00) 
In this lecture, I consider how religion was regarded by the Japanese colonial administration in 
Taiwan, particularly under Governor Goto Shimpei. Intellectually, he conceived Taiwan as a 
“laboratory” for Japan’s experiment in colonial rule, and he applied what Germany had called 
principles of “scientific colonialism” to rationalize the administration of Taiwan. For instance, he 
focused on the ethnological collection of so-called “bad” religious practices. The reform of such 
“bad practice” was deemed essential to the modernization process. 
 
Required readings: 
Fuiji, Shozo (2006) ‘The Formation of Taiwanese Identity and the Cultural Poilicy of Various Outside 

Regimes’, in Ping-hui Liao and David Der-Wei Wang (eds) Taiwan Under Japanese Colonial 
Rule, 1895ς1945, New York: Columbia University Press, pp. 62-77. 

 
Peattie, Mark R. (1984) ‘Japanese Attitudes Toward Colonialism, 1895–1945’, in Ramon H. Myers 

and Mark R. Peattie (eds) The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895ς1945, Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, pp. 80–127. 

 
 

2. The KMT Martial Law Period (8 September 15:30-17:00) 
This lecture examines a series of government guidelines for the reform of religious worship and 
festivals all of which were enforced by the KMT mainly during the martial law period. During the late 
1940s and the early 1950s, the KMT Central Committee for Reform set up the Mobilization 
Movement to encourage the population to adopt a ‘war-time life-style’ in preparation for a struggle 
to re-take the Mainland. From the KMT government’s point of view, people wasted their time, 
money and commodities at religious festivals and such behaviour was seen as an obstacle to 
economic take-off. I demonstrate how these guidelines for household and temple rituals were 
directed towards the rationalization of religious activities and worship, within the context of other 
broader changes ongoing during the industrialization of Taiwan. 
 
Required readings: 
Feuchtwang, Stephan and Wang, Mingming (2001) Grassroots Charisma: Four Local Leaders in China. 

London: Routledge, pp. 125–141. (Chapter 9: "Reform and refinement: Gao Bineng") 

 
Shih, Fang-Long (2006) ‘From Regulation and Rationalisation, to Production: Government Policy on 

Religion in Taiwan’. In Dafydd Fell, Henning Klöter, and Bi-yu Chang (eds) What Has Changed? 
Taiwan Before and After the Change in Ruling Parties, Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz. pp. 265–
283. 

 

3. Under the DPP Administration (9 September 9:00-10:30) 
In this lecture, I investigate tourist guidelines regarding transforming religious rituals into tourist 
festivals which were implemented in 2001 under the DDP administration. I show how these tourist 
guidelines for religious rituals have transformed those rituals into a vehicle for tourism and 
nationalism and thus constitute an element of the DPP’s nation-building project through popular 
culture. The promotion of local festivals creates new notions of what constitutes authentic religion, 
tradition, culture and identity at a theoretical level that may not necessarily be shared at the 
popular level. Thus, the effort to use the local as an exemplar of the national may mask conflicts and 
antagonisms between different levels of society, including different groupings of different political 
or economic interests as well as regional disparities of wealth and development.  
 

Required readings: 
Chun, A. (1994) ‘From Nationalism to Nationalising: Cultural Imagination and State Formation in 

Postwar Taiwan’, The Australian Journal of Chinese Affairs, 31, pp. 49–69. 
 
Tremlett, Paul-François (2009) ‘Introduction’, in Fang-Long Shih, Paul-François Tremlett, and Stuart 

Thompson (eds) Re-Writing Culture in Taiwan. London: Routledge. pp.1–14. 
 

4. Trans-nationalism in the Global Era (9 September 11:00-12:30) 
This lecture tackles the question of religion and globalization in the Chinese context. Critically, 
recent processes of globalization have been accompanied by a rise in the popularity of reformist 
Buddhism, known as ‘Buddhism for/in the Human Realm’. As such, this lecture will examine the Tzu 
Chi Buddhist Association, which has a this-worldly and global perspective, operating as in NGO in 
various countries. It is the founder’s vision to build a Pure Land in the here and now through social 
work. Women’s domestic concerns and skills have been broadened by the Tzu Chi movement out of 
the home and onto society and the world at large. It has also created a space in society where the 
role of mother is recognized and valued as a public good. 
 
Required readings: 
Huang, Julia Chien-Yu (2009) Charisma and Compassion: Cheng Yen and the Buddhist Tzu Chi 

Movement. London: Harvard University Press, pp. 184–246. (Chapter 6: ‘A Genealogy of 
NGONess’ and Chapter 7, ‘On a Global Stage) 

 
Huang, Chien-Yu and Weller, Robert (1998) ‘Merit and Mothering: Women and Social Welfare in 

Taiwanese Buddhism’. The Journal of Asian Studies, 57(2), pp. 379–396. 
 
 
Classroom Activities 
For each of the four periods the lecture will be one hour, followed by a half-hour seminar including 
a 10-minute student presentation and a 20-minute group discussion. The total will be six hours. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Japanese-Colonial-Empire-1895-1945/dp/0691102228/ref=si3_rdr_bb_product
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H ISTORY AND H ISTORIOGRAPHY OF TAIWAN ï JAPANESE COLONIAL 

PERIOD  
Dr. Ann Heylen (National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan)   
 

 

Writing about Taiwan was not initially conceived as part of a project of local discovery. Instead, 

it was written to describe modern Chinese society and research on the Japanese colonial period was 

not seen as a part of Taiwan’s “real” modernization. By the 1990s, Taiwan Studies as a distinct field 

had been born and a Taiwan historiography began to appear that emphasized an emerging 

importance of the Japanese colonial period. Using an approach that situates the history of Japanese 

colonization as such will allow students to see the different stages in which the writing of Taiwan 

history has taken shape on the international scene. Selected writings are drawn from monographs, 

edited volumes and journal articles. 

The first session will start with a brief overview of the main historical facts in the political history 

of the Japanese colonial period. The main part will introduces academic writings on the Japanese 

colonial period in the English language and works with a selection of writings that represent the 

transition from a Sino-centric to a Taiwan-centric interpretation of history writing in Taiwan.  

The second session will provide a focus reading on education during the Japanese period. 

Education was one of the main driving forces in modernization. Literacy campaigns and modern 

schooling played an important role in imparting new ideas but could not conceal a reality of trapped 

mobility in the colony and moral indoctrination. Students will be introduced to research that 

presents a bibliographic overview on education in Taiwan during the colonial period, a selection of 

texts that deal with specific issues in the Japanese colonial educational structure, and an 

interpretative analysis of how research in Taiwan on colonial education has evolved in response to 

changes in the socio-political climate. Selected topics for presentations deal with topics of social 

organization, the arts and scientific modernity in addressing Japanese attitudes to local traditions, 

its peoples and customs in addition to disclosing contemporaneous Japanese understanding of 

civilization and modernity. 

 

Classroom Activities: 

 

Students are expected to have made themselves familiar with general background reading on the 

Japanese colonial period as preparation. During the session, the reading list on the specific topics 

will be discussed and students will have to prepare as group work short presentations. 

 

Readings:  

 

Session I:  Preparatory readings  

Chang, Lung-chih (2008) “Re-imagining Community from Different Shores: Nationalism, Post-

colonialism, and the Debates on Colonial Modernity in Contemporary Taiwanese 

Historiography,” in Contested Views of a Common Past: Revisions of History in Contemporary 

East Asia S. Richter ed., pp. 139-155. Frankfurt/ New York: Campus Verlag. 

Heylen, Ann (2007) “Narrating History in Taiwan’s Changing Society,” Berliner China-Hefte/ Chinese 

History and Society 32, pp. 101-122. 

Hsiau, A-chin (2000) Contemporary Taiwanese Cultural Nationalism. New York: Routledge (selected 

chapter) 

 

Session I:  Additional texts 

Harrison, Mark (2006) Legitimacy, Meaning and Knowledge in the Making of Taiwanese Identity. 

New York: Palgrave Macmillan (selected chapters)  

Heylen, Ann and Scott Sommers (eds.) (2010 forthcoming) Becoming Taiwan: From Colonialism to 

Democracy. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz (selected chapter)  

 

Session I: Presentation readings   

Chen, Ching-chih (1994) “The Japanese Ideal and Ideas of Assimilation in Taiwan, 1895-1945,” in: 

Unbound Taiwan: Closeups from a Distance Marshall Johnson and Fred Y.L. Chiu, eds., pp. 31-48. 

Chen, Edward I-te (1995) “Goto Shimpei, Japan’s colonial administrator in Taiwan: A critical 

reeaxamination,” American Asian Review 13.1., pp. 29-59. 

Hsu, Wen-hsiung (1992) “Anti-Japanese colonialism in Taiwan, 1907-1916,” Chinese Studies in 

History 25.3, pp. 72-93. 

Myers, Ramon H. and Mark R. Peattie (eds.) (1984) The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-1945. 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP (selected chapter) 

Sih, Paul K.T. (ed.) (1973) Taiwan in Modern Times. St John’s University (selected chapter) 

 

Session II: Preparatory readings  

Komagome, Takeshi and J. A. Mangan (1997) “Japanese colonial education in Taiwan,  

1895-1922: Precepts and practices of control,” History of Education 27(3), pp. 307-322. 

Tai, Eiko (1999) “Kokugo and colonial education in Taiwan,” Positions: East Asia Cultures Critique 7 

(2), pp. 503-540. 

Tsurumi, E. Patricia (1977) Japanese Colonial Education in Taiwan, 1895-1945. Harvard: Harvard 

University Press (selected chapters).  

 

Session II: Additional texts 

Chou, Wan-yao (1996)“The Kominka Movement in Taiwan and Korea: Comparisons and 

Interpretations” In The Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-1945 Peter Duus, Ramon H. Myers, 

and Mark R. Peattie, eds., pp. 40-68. Princeton: Princeton UP. 

Heylen, Ann (2004) “The Modernity of Japanese Colonial Education in Taiwan: Moving Beyond 

Formal Schooling and Literacy Campaigns,” Taiwan Journal of East Asian Studies Vol 2, 

December, pp. 1-35. 
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Session II: Presentation readings 

Liao, Ping-hui and David Der-Wei Wang (eds.) (2006) Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule 1895-

1945: History, Culture, Memory. New-York: Columbia UP (selected chapters) 

Lo, Ming-cheng M. (2002) Doctors Within Borders: Profession, Ethnicity, and Modernity in Colonial 

Taiwan. Berkeley: University of California Press. (selected chapters) 

Kikuchi, Yuko (2007) Refracted modernity: visual culture and identity in colonial Taiwan. Honolulu: 

University of Hawai’i Press (selected chapters) 

Rubinstein, Murray A. (ed.) (1999) Taiwan: A New History. Armonk NY: M.E. Sharpe (selected 

chapters) 

Ts’ai, Hui-yu Caroline (2009) ¢ŀƛǿŀƴ ƛƴ WŀǇŀƴΩǎ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ-Building: An Institutional Approach to 

Colonial Engineering. Abingdon, Oxford (UK): Routledge (selected chapters) 

 

Supplementary Readings 

Blundell, David (ed.) (2001 [2009]) Austronesian Taiwan. Linguistics, History, Ethnology, Prehistory. 

Berkeley, CA: Phoebe A. Hearst Museum, University of California, revised edition 2009, Taipei: 

SMC Publishing. 

Blussé, Leonard (ed.) (2003) !ǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ !ōƻǳǘ CƻǊƳƻǎŀΦ 9ǎǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ IƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ¢ǎΩŀƻ ¸ǳƴƎ-ho. 

Taipei: Ts’ao Yung-ho Foundation for Culture and Education. 

Ching, Leo T.S. (2001) Becoming Japanese. Colonial Taiwan and the Politics of Identity Formation. 

Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 

Chiu, Hsin-hui (2008) ¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ Ψ/ƛǾƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ tǊƻŎŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ 5ǳǘŎƘ CƻǊƳƻǎŀΣ мснп-1662. Leiden: Brill. 

Duus, Peter (ed.) (1989) The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895-1937. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

UP. 

Goddard, W. G. (1966) Formosa, A Study in Chinese History. London: MacMillan. 

Gordon, Leonard H.D (ed.) (1970) Taiwan: Studies in Local History. New York and London: Columbia 

UP. 

Ka, Chih-ming (1995) Japanese Colonialism in Taiwan: Land Tenure, Development, and Dependency, 

1895-1945. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press. 

Kleeman, Faye Yuan (2003) Under an Imperial Sun: Japanese Colonial South. Honolulu: University of 

Hawai’i Press. 

Mancall, Mark (ed.) (1964) Formosa Today. New York: Frederick A. Praeger.  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POPULAR CULTURE AND CINEMA  
Dr. Yin C. Chuang (National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan) 
 

 
Brief Guide  

The feature, ‘Popular Culture and Cinema’, wants to introduce then discuss contemporary 
Taiwan, by discussing Taiwan’s cinema and its popular culture. The aim is to review relevant 
literatures of Taiwan’s popular culture and cinema, and then to discuss how identity is produced 
and consumed through ensuing cultural commodities.  
    Particularly, it will start with the discussion of the cinematic adaptation of the year 1895, and the 
Japanese elements appropriated within the film. Japan, one of Taiwan’s most significant ‘others’, 
has consistently maintained an influence over Taiwan via colonial rule (1895-1945), exported goods 
and then popular culture. The ‘Japanese flavour’ is also heavily appropriated in the film Cape No. 7. 
To highlight this I will compare the film 1895 with the film Cape No. 7 to look into the issue of how 
modern Taiwan popular culture/cinema uses Japan to help distinguish Taiwan from other cultures. 
This is an issue not only based on pertinent historical conditions, but also the rapid formation of 
Taiwanese consumer society. It has been expressed through different cultural forms, including 
popular art, literature, film, theatre and music. Therefore, I will also ask students to discuss some 
other forms of Taiwan’s popular culture, including betel nut girls, the culture of queuing and the 
obsession with Kawaii. 
    To participate in this session, students are encouraged to develop own critical understanding of 
(Taiwan’s) popular culture (in particular the production and consumption of popular culture as 
cultural, political, economic, social, and historical practices and processes). Students are also asked 
to learn approaches, concepts, and issues in the study of production and consumption of popular 
culture. On completion, students should be able to ask good research questions, and then be able to 
answer these questions through using appropriate methods and theories.  
 
    The following questions will be discussed in the lecture – 
1. What is Japaneseness? What is Taiwaneseness?  
2. How are Japaneseness and Taiwaneseness (re-)presented in Taiwan’s cinema? 
3. How is Taiwaneseness (re-)produced, circulated, and consumed in Taiwan’s  
  popular culture? 
  
Classroom Activities: 

This session is taught through one hour lecture and half hour seminar. The lecture will provide 
a basic conceptual framework which must be completed by your own independent reading. You are 
expected to participate actively during the seminar. In order to do this you should read the list of 
required reading prior to the session, keep up with discussions, be prepared to share opinions, and 
be able to respond to the comments of other students.  
 
Reading List:  

The list below provides a range of both required and supplementary readings. Students are 
expected to read each the required reading before the lecture. Supplementary readings provide a 
good overview of the field and you may wish to read them after the session.  
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Required reading 
Chen, Kuan-Hsing. “The Formation and Consumption of KTV in Taiwan.” Consumption in Asia. Ed. 

Beng-Huat Chua. London: Routledge, 2000. 159-182. 
Gottdiener, Mark. “Disneyland: A Utopian Urban Space.” Postmodern Semiotics: Material Culture 

and the Forms of Postmodern Life. Cambridge, Mass.: Blackwell, 1995. 99-118. 
Ko, Yu-Fen. “Hello Kitty and the Identity Politics in Taiwan”. Oct 2000. UCLA International Institute. 8 

June 2004.  <http://www.international.ucla.edu/cira/paper/TW_Ko.pdf >. 
Yu, Shuenn-Der. “Hot and Noisy: Taiwan’s Night Market Culture.” The Minor Arts of  

Daily Life: Popular Culture in Taiwan. Eds. David K. Jordan, Andrew D. Morris,  
and Marc L. Moskowitz. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2004. 129-149. 
 

Supplementary reading 
Ang, Ien. On Not Speaking Chinese: Living between Asia and the West. New York: Routledge, 2001. 
Baudrillard, Jean. The Consumer Society: Myths and Structures. London: Sage, 1998. 
Bauman, Zygmunt. Legislators and Interpreters: On Modernity, Post-Modernity, and  

Intellectuals. Cambridge: Polity Press, 1987. 
Belson, Ken and Brian Bremner. Hello Kitty: The Remarkable Story of Sanrio and the  

Billion Dollar Feline Phenomenon. Singapore: John Wiley & Sons, 2003. 
Bhabha, Homi. The Location of Culture. London: Routledge, 1994. 
Billig, Michael. Banal Nationalism. London: Sage, 1995. 
Bourdieu, Pierre. The Field of Cultural Production. Cambridge: Polity Press, 1993. 
Bryman, Alan. The Disneyization of Society. London: Sage, 2004. 
Chao, Linda and Ramon H. Myers. The First Chinese Democracy: Political Life in 

the Republic of China on Taiwan. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998. 
 
Chow, Rey. “Introduction: On Chineseness as a Theoretical Problem.” Boundary 2. 25.3 (1998): 1-24. 
De Certeau, Michel. The Practice of Everyday Life. Trans. Steven F. Rendall. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1984. 
Edensor, Tim. National Identity, Popular Culture and Everyday Life. Oxford: Berg,  

2002. 
Featherstone, Mike. Consumer Culture and Postmodernism. London: Sage, 1991 
Fiske, John. Understanding Popular Culture. London: Routledge, 1989a. 
------. Reading the Popular. London: Routledge, 1989b. 
Hall, Stuart, ed. Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying Practice.  

London: Sage, 1997. 
Hills, Matt. Fan Culture. London; New York: Routledge, 2002. 
Jenkins, Henry. Textual Poachers: Television Fans & Participatory Culture. New York: Routledge, 

1992. 
Miller, Daniel. A Theory of Shopping. Cambridge: Polity Press, 1998. 
Tu, Wei-Ming. The Living Tree: The Changing Meaning of Being Chinese Today.  

Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1994. 
------. “Cultural Identity and the Politics of Recognition in Contemporary  

Taiwan.” The China Quarterly. 148(1996):1115-1140.  
Wachman, Alan M. Taiwan: National Identity and Democratization. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1994a. 
------. “Competing Identities in Taiwan.” The Other Taiwan, 1945 to the Present. Ed.  

Murray A Rubinstein. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1994b. 17-79 

TAIWANESE CINEMA  
Dr. Margaret Hillenbrand (University of Oxford, UK) 

 
 

These three lectures on Taiwanese film explore three key moments in the island’s 
cinematic history. Hou Hsiao-hsien’s The Puppetmaster (1993) is an elegiac recreation of the 
Japanese colonial era; The River (1997) by Tsai Ming-liang explores acute anomie in post-industrial 
Taipei; and Yee Chih-yan’s Blue Gate Crossing (2002) is a light and airy romance which seems to 
show little concern for either urban angst or the burden of the past. Evidently, the three lie far apart 
from one another; yet as a cinematic trio – and despite appearing within the space of a single 
decade – these films tell us a great deal about both the history of Taiwan, and the history of its 
filmmaking.  
 
Colonial Taiwan: The Puppetmaster (Ximeng rensheng) by Hou Hsiao-hsien 
Readings:  

¶ Nick Browne, “Hou Hsiao-hsien’s The Puppetmaster: The Poetics of Landscape”, Asian 
Cinema 8/1 (1996), 28-39. 

¶ Li Tuo, “Narratives of History in the Cinematography of Hou Xiaoxian”, positions: east asia 
cultures critique 1/3 (1993), 805-15. 

¶ Emilie Yueh-yu Yeh, “Politics and Poetics of Hou Hsian-hsien's Films” in Sheldon Lu and 
Emilie Yueh-Yu Yeh (eds.), Chinese-Language Film: Historiography, Poetics, Politics 
(Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2005), 163-85. 

 
Queer culture in Taiwan: The River (Heliu) by Tsai Ming-liang 
Readings:  

¶ Gina Marchetti, “On Tsai-ming Liang’s The River”, in Chris Berry and Feii Lu, Island on the 
Edge: Taiwan New Cinema and After (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2004), 113-
26. 

¶ Rey Chow, “A Pain in the Neck, a Scene of ‘Incest’, and Other Enigmas of an Allegorical 
Cinema: Tsai Ming-liang’s The River”, The New Centennial Review 4/1 (2004), 123-142. 

¶ Song Hwee Lim, “Contesting Celluloid Closets: Representing Male Homosexuality in 
Chinese Cinemas”, Tamkang Review 33/2, 55-75. 

 
Transnational  Taiwan: Blue Gate Crossing (Lanse damen) by Yee Chih-yen 
Readings:  

¶ Fran Martin, “Taiwan (Trans)national Cinema: The Far-flung Adventures of a Taiwanese 
Tomboy”, in Darrell William Davis and Ru-Shou Robert Chen (eds.), Cinema Taiwan: 
Politics, Popularity and State of the Arts (Londond and New York: Routledge, 2007), 131-
145. 

¶ Darrell William Davis, “Trendy in Taiwan: Problems of Popularity in the Island’s Cinema”, 
in Darrell William Davis and Ru-Shou Robert Chen (eds.), Cinema Taiwan: Politics, 
Popularity and State of the Arts (London and New York: Routledge, 2007), 146-57. 

¶ Ti Wei, “Reassessing New Taiwanese Cinema: From Local to Global” (I will provide a PDF 
copy). 
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THE SPOKEN AND WRITTE N LANGUAGES OF TAIWAN  
Dr. Henning Klöter  (Ruhr University, Bochum, Germany) 
 

 
The class will be an introduction to Taiwan’s languages from a sociolinguistic perspective. One aim 
of the course is to provide students with some basic facts about Taiwan’s languages. Questions to 
be addressed include: 
 

 Which languages are spoken in Taiwan? 
 How many speakers do these languages have? 
 What is the geographical distribution of Taiwan’s languages? 

 
The second aim is to introduce students to sociolinguistic key concepts, including multilingualism, 
bilingualism, diglossia, digraphia, language maintenance, language shift, language 
management/planning, etc. These concepts will be applied to the language situation of Taiwan. On 
the basis of this we will proceed to a comparison of language-ideological debates during the 
Japanese period and the decades following the 1970s. The comparison will focus on the status of 
non-standard orthographies for the Taiwanese language known as Taiyu. 
 
Course outline 
 
1

st
 session: Introduction 

 
 brief introduction to the course topics (ca. 15 minutes) 
 “collective brainstorming”/preliminary discussion: What do students associate with terms 

like Taiyu, Minnanhua, guoyu, yuyan, fangyan, muyu etc.? Is there something like a 
Taiwanese language? How can this language be defined? (ca. 15 minutes) 

 Questions and hypotheses: On the basis of the former discussion, a few questions and 
hypotheses regarding the status of languages, language attitudes, and language planning in 
Taiwan will be formulated, preliminary answers will be discussed briefly (ca. 15 minutes) 

 Introduction to sociolinguistic key concepts (interactive lecture, 45 minutes)  
 
2

nd
 session: Presentation and discussions 

 
 presentations by students, followed by moderated discussions 
 max. of three presentations, each 15-20 min. 
 possible topics:  

(1) Language policy under Japanese rule 
(2) Language policy under the KMT 
(3) Language planning from below: the role of written Taiwanese 
(4) Languages in Taiwan today: “equality” or “Mandarin only”? 
(5) Multlingualism in Taiwanese literature and film 
(6) Mother tongue education in Taiwan 

 each presentation will be followed by a brief critique from another participant (5 min.) 
 topics should be assigned prior to the workshop 

 
3

rd
 session: Lecture, conclusions and further questions 

 
 depending on the number of assignments, another student presentation can be scheduled 
 lecture by the teacher: The lecture will focus on the topics not treated in student 

presentations (ca. 40 min.) 
 questions and answers (ca. 20 min.)  
 concluding discussion  

 
 
Course readings 
Cooper, Robert L. 1990. Language planning and social change. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. (selected passages) 
Klöter, Henning. 2006. “Mandarin remains more equal: Changes and continuities in Taiwan’s 

language policy,” in: Dafydd Fell, Henning Klöter and Bi-yu Chang (eds.). What has changed? 
Taiwan before and after the change in ruling parties. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz 2006, 207-
223. 

_____. 2009. “Re-writing language in Taiwan,” in: Fang-long Shih, Stuart Thompson and Paul-
François Tremlett (eds.). Re-writing culture in Taiwan. London: Routledge, pp. 102-122.  

Mair, Victor. 2007. How to forget your mother tongue and remember your national language. 
Pīnyīn.info: A Guide to the Writing of Mandarin Chinese in Romanization. Internet source: 
http://www.pinyin.info/readings/mair/taiwanese.html 
 
 

Complementary readings 
Coulmas, Florian. Sociolinguistics: The {ǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ /ƘƻƛŎŜǎ. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
Gunn, Edward. 2006. Rendering the Regional: Local Language in Contemporary Chinese Media. 

Honolulu : University of Hawai’i Press. (chapter 2) 
Hsiau, A-chin. Contemporary Taiwanese Cultural Nationalism. London: Routledge 2000. (chapters 2 

& 5) 
Sandel, Todd L., “Linguistic Capital in Taiwan: The KMT’s Mandarin Language Policy and its Perceived 

Impact on Language Practices of Bilingual Mandarin and Tai-gi speakers,” Language in 
Society 32, 2003, pp. 523–551. 

Wei, Jennifer M. 2008. Language choice and identity politics in Taiwan. Lanham: Lexington Books. 
 


