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The book Names and Descriptions: Logico-Sematical Investigations is focused on logical and 
semantical problems related to proper names and descriptions. The solutions are framed 
in Pavel Tichý’s logical system, transparent intensional logic. Tichý himself proposed 
some of the solutions as a part of his semantic theory.  The present author incorporates 
Tichý’s suggestions and extends them in various directions. The number of puzzles solved 
shows the plausibility and value of Tichý’s semantic theory. 
 The first part of the book, I. Meaning, is basically an introduction to Tichý’s logic and 
its essential applications within logical analysis of natural language (cf. esp. Tichý 1988 
and various papers in Tichý 2004). The chapter Intensional framework shows the inevitabil-
ity of a step from extensional semantics (claiming, e.g., that the meaning of a description 
is its actual referent) to intensional semantics (the meaning of a description is a function 
from possible worlds to individuals). Then, Tichý’s construal of possible worlds and inten-
sions (these are functions from possible worlds and time-moments) is explained. Some 
auxiliary notions, such as Principle of Subject Matter, Ideal Speaker, are introduced to 
demonstrate that hyperintensional individuation of meanings is needed (some known 
proposal are discussed). In Constructions, Tichý’s crucial notion (viz. construction) is thor-
oughly discussed; Tichý’s rigorous definitions are then added. Constructions are abstract 
structured entities of algorithmic character (though they are usually recorded by certain 
lambda terms, they are language independent). Tichý’s ramified theory of types (which 
combines Church-like and Russell-like type theories) is introduced in Ramified theory of 
types (the rigorous definition is preceded by Principle of Specification and four Vicious 
Circle Principle suggested by the present author). The fourth chapter of this part, Exem-
plary explications of natural language expressions’ meanings, formulates Tichý’s semantic doc-
trine and offers explications of the most common expressions’ meanings. Due to Tichý’s 
theory, the meaning of an expression is the construction expressed; the denotation of an 
expression is the intension / non-intension constructed by the construction expressed. 
Non-empirical expressions (numerals, connectives, quantifiers, proper names) denote 
non-intensions; their reference is identified with their denotation. Empirical expressions 
(typical descriptions, predicates, sentences) denote intensions; their reference is depend-
ent on possible world w and time-moment t (so the referent is the value of the respective 
intension in w, t). Note that the denotation (as well as the meaning) of an empirical ex-
pression does not vary with respect to intensional / extensional (opaque / transparent) 
contexts (unlike Montague’s semantics, Tichý’s semantic is anti-contextualistic in this 
sense). 
 The second part of the book, II. Descriptions and de dicto / de re, concentrates especially 
on Tichý’s theory of de dicto / de re suppositions and its applications. (Note that it is 
a theory of suppositions, not a theory of attributions; so it largely differs from the com-
mon construal of de dicto / de re distinction.) The main idea of the theory is roughly this 
(cf. at least Tichý 1978): as regards to verification of the sentence, the description is in the 
supposition de dicto in some sentence if its purpose is to contribute by the intension 
denoted, i.e. its dictum; the description is in the supposition de re if it contributes by the 
unmentioned (non-denoted) res, i.e. its reference. For instance, ‘the Pope’ is de re in ‘The 
Pope is a man’, but de dicto in ‘Xenia thinks that the Pope is a man’ or ‘The Pope is an 
important political post’. The essential application is straightforward: solutions to classical 
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a=b puzzles (such as substitutivity of identicals and belief sentences) Tichý’s idea can be 
easily generalized to all empirical expressions. In Generalized de dicto / de re, the present 
author suggests even stronger generalization to all expressions. On the level of meanings 
(constructions), de re / de dicto suppositions can be easily indicated. But there are more 
benefits of the theory because a solution to various modal paradoxes revealed by Quine is 
at hand; this is shown in thorough analyses offered in Applications of de dicto / de re to mo-
dalities. Since a variable can be substituted by a congruent construction which contains or 
does not contain (free) possible world variables (time-moments variables), the matter is 
a bit complicated from a logical point of view. Analogous difficulties are related to existen-
tial generalization. The chapter De dicto / de re existential presuppositions suggests a de dicto 
and de re version of existential import principle (it is similar to the existential generaliza-
tion). Existential presuppositions are conclusions of the application of those rules. Well-
know classical themes are discussed, e.g., Russell’s theory of descriptions and its criticism 
by Strawson, or existential / ontological commitments (imports). Needless to add that 
Tichý’s logic handles partial functions. The chapter Notional attitudes concentrates on 
attitudes to notions (not to propositions) reported by sentences such as ‘Ponce de León 
seeks the Fountain of Youth’. Such sentences do not have existential commitments (and 
thus also presuppositions) to individuals possibly picked out by the grammatical object. 
(The main defect of Russell’s theory is that it does not prevent this - one is licensed to 
conclude that the Fountain of Youth exists.) The second part of the chapter solves puzzles 
generated by inferences such as ‘Jones seeks a white unicorn’, ‘Thus, Jones seeks a uni-
corn’. These are considered as wrongly diagnosed by intensional approach (i.e. the expla-
nation that a notional attitude is a relation to the intension denoted by the grammatical 
object). 
 The third part, III. Reference of names and descriptions, is the second block of applications 
and is (unlike the previous block) largely independent on Tichý’s own results. The chapter 
Rigid designators opens with a discussion of the new theory of reference, especially the 
(Kripke’s) notion of rigid designator. The notion is rigorously explicated in the sense of 
having the fixed (modally stable) reference. Rigid designator of an individual, rigid desig-
nator of a class of individuals, rigid designator of a property of individuals, etc., are distin-
guished. Then, the modal argument (as different from the test for rigidity) is discussed; 
unlike the semantic argument, it is found incapable to disprove descriptivism (wide-
scopism, etc.) Various semantic paradoxes, most of them known as paradoxes of denota-
tion, are solved in the chapter Paradoxes of reference. Here are the key features of the pro-
posal: i. the reference is language relative and the language dependence is carefully expli-
cated, ii. paradoxical expressions are in fact descriptions (generally, even sentences can be 
seen as descriptions of truth-values) which has to be disambiguated (so the language-
relativity is made explicit). Thus the chapter shows that the concept of reference (denota-
tion, etc.) explicated in this book is paradox free. The chapter Naming, languages and epis-
temology studies sundry puzzles related to naming. Naming is, of course, language relative; 
since the language dependence is usually left implicit, adequate solutions to many puzzles 
concerning naming have not been offered yet. Firstly, the nominal description theory is 
critically examined; then, naming of so-called past or future individuals is discussed. The 
next two sections are devoted to New Frege’s Puzzle (Cicero=Tully, Kripke’s Paderewski or 
London / Londres). The present author detects tacit shifts between languages of the same 
syntactic resources, but of distinct epistemic and intensional backgrounds. Then, a more 
general conviction is defended, that they are unrecognized shifts from semantics (in the 
proper sense of the word) to epistemology which lead many authors to the suggestions of 
disputable semantic theories such as nominal description theory (or descriptivism), vari-
ous sorts of Neo-Fregeanism, or the theory according to which proper names are vari-
ables. Tichý’s theory of proper names (the meaning of a proper name is not simply an 



Summary 

 

361 

individual, but a primitive procedure lacking any descriptive content) which is adopted in 
the book is discussed as opposed to rivaling theories. It is argued that historic, fictive and 
empty names do not provide counterexamples to the theory because the problems are 
generated by un-disambiguated idiolects of speakers occurring in diverse epistemic situa-
tions. These are not the proper subject of the natural language logical analysis (explication 
of meanings); nevertheless, the epistemic states of agents can be modelled by means of 
tools of Tichý’s framework. 
 Many notions needed for the explanation of puzzles discussed in the book are treated 
separately in IV. Appendices. In Reduction, deduction, definitions, Tichý’s system of natural 
deduction is sketched; the present author suggests viewing definitions as derivation rules 
of the system. The chapter Selected analytical notions offers definitions (or: explications) of 
many fundamental notions such as analytical proposition, trivial property, necessarily and 
the like. The chapter Kinds of existence proposes explication of altogether five kinds of 
existence. The first one is trivial (any entity has such existence), the next two (related to 
individual concepts and properties) are non-trivial; the last two are often tacitly presup-
posed, yet they are not genuine as the preceding three notions (e.g., the alleged contin-
gent existence of individuals is such). The fourth chapter of this part, Requisites of offices 
and properties, concerns Tichý’s explication of special relations between intensions (inten-
sion were sometimes called offices by Tichý). The chapter Language and selected semantic 
notions elaborates an explication of language as a special kind of hierarchy of codes (the 
so-called family of codes comprises function from expressions to first-order constructions, 
function from expressions to second-order constructions, etc.; various conditions are 
stated). Then, the truth of propositions, the truth of constructions, and the truth of ex-
pressions (as relative to language-code) as properties are explicated. The explication of 
notions such as “the meaning of” (“being the meaning of”, “being meaningful”, “having 
the same meaning as”), “the denotation of”, the reference of” makes the second main 
contribution of the chapter. 




