Annaliese Connolly (Sheffield Hallam University, UK), "'In me my loving father speaks': Marlowe's Edward II and Shakespeare's Edward III"
Shakespeare's relationship with the anonymous play Edward III has prompted intense critical speculation as to his precise involvement, either as sole author or as a collaborator working with others.  It is precisely this approach which has for so long prevented critical assessment of and interest in Edward III.  

This paper, rather than simply offering another perspective on the question of the play's authorship, builds on the work of Melchiori (1998) and Cahill (2003) by locating Edward III in its dramatic and historical milieu, as a history play which belongs to a significant group of histories performed and published in the 1590's. 
I will examine the imaginative collaboration between Marlowe's only history Edward II  and Edward III, to argue that Marlowe's Edward II provided the creative spur for Edward III.  This may look like a dry run for Henry V, but like the 'duck or rabbit' description of the later play, Edward III too has a double-edged quality.  Exploring the Marlovian connection lets us see how.

