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In my paper I would like to focus on Shakespeare’s contribution to Munday et al.: The Book of Sir Thomas More. In this case, it was Shakespeare who contributed to the already commenced work of various collaborators, but he neither concieved the idea of the play, nor initiated the writing process. Most recently the whole play has been incorporated into the 2005 edition of the Oxford Shakespeare, The Complete Works thereby claiming the play a new status within the Bardic canon and thus supposedly settling a long authorship debate.
Inspired by Jan Kott’s essay The Dramaturge, I would like to stir a debate of craftmanship instead. My aim is to show that Shakespeare’s contribution is more than a mere addition of 143 lines which can be taken out of their context. His addition might resist a textual analysis as it alters the very structure of the play. Here Shakespeare contributes to the play as a dramaturge and takes a rather submissive role to revise a long banned play written by fellow playwrights, not him.
