Marcus Dahl (London Forum for Authorship Studies), "The Authorship of Henry Sixth Part One and The Vocabulary of Shakespeare's Early Plays"
The authorship of the First Folio play The First Part of Henry Sixth Part One (1HVI) has been questioned. Thomas Nashe (among others) has been proposed by Professor Gary Taylor as a possible collaborative author of the play. A stylometric, historical and statistical analysis was therefore undertaken in order to determine whether there is evidence in the text for the collaborative origins of 1HVI. It is proposed that there is in fact insufficient evidence to suggest the hand of Nashe, and though the play may still be of collaborative origin, the text is in fact remarkably linguistically consistent. An analysis is also made of the 100 most frequent word used across the entire First Folio and the 'Shakespeare Apocrypha' (including Edward III and Thomas of Woodstock) and new evidence is shown to demonstrate how Shakespeare's 100 most frequently used words are quite distinct from those of the Apocryphal works. This new linguistic and statistical evidence on the early Shakespeare canon (and 1HVI in particular) serves as a necessary clarification and check on recent Shakespearean metrical analysis conducted by Professor Tarlinskaja as well as the statistical analysis of the Shakespeare authorship 'Contestents' made by Ward Elliott and the 'Shakespeare Clinic'.

