Klára Kolinská (Masaryk University, Czech Republic), "'If the Bard Were Still Jung:' Reading for One's Self in Ann-Marie MacDonald's Goodnight Desdemona (Goodmorning Juliet)"

Ann-Marie MacDonald’s “satyrical” play Goodnight Desdemona (Goodmorning Juliet) belongs among the many attempts by Canadian dramatists to re-appropriate Shakespeare’s legacy for contemporary stage, often with extra-literary, if “dramatic” agencies. By introducing a young female academic as a new reader, as well as a new protagonist, into Shakespeare’s two central tragedies, MacDonald provides an altered, critical reading of their texts, informed – with a subversive twist – by Jung’s theory of individuation, and positions them within the context of modern, multidimensional world marked by changing hierarchies of power and experiential influences. Goodnight Desdemona (Goodmorning Juliet) is a sophisticated, yet accessible hypothesis about what textual reality might rest behind the “real” texts of Shakespeare, and offers its cathartic option for bemused, liberal consideration.
