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An interpretation of the mission of Jesus of Nazareth as a series of messianic temptations is notably 
obvious in the Gospel of Luke (cf. Luke 22:28), beginning with temptations of Jesus Christ in the 
desert, continuing with the persistent temptation to take the path of triumphant messianism, and 
culminating in Jesus´ terrible anguish in the Garden of Gethsemane and finally in his ultimate 
surrender on the cross under the Father´s mysterious silence. The messianic temptation of Jesus 
Christ has provoked not only Christian theologians but also writers of different periods and cultures, 
including writers of vernacular hymns and songs. The paper will focus on the analysis of Czech early 
modern hymns and songs dealing with the messianic temptation of Jesus Christ. It will aim to draw 
attention to some aspects of the adoration of Jesus Christ as a key component of contemporary 
Christian lay spirituality. 


