
Maciej Mętrak: Christological motives in selected types of Polish folk religious songs 

In my presentation I would like to discuss some parts of the work carried out in the research project 
“Dictionary of Polish Folklore” (Leksykon Folkloru Polskiego). The ongoing project (2022-2027), 
conducted under the auspices of the Polish Ethnological Society, aims at creating a comprehensive 
and accessible encyclopaedia of folklore genres, customs and traditions and will comprise over 300 
entries available in printed and online formats. Using the data obtained during my work on entries 
relating to popular literature (including broadside ballad prints and folk religious songs), I will discuss 
the Christological motives present in both the songs circulating in print as broadside ballads and texts 
sung by wandering beggars (dziady), recorded in 19th and 20th century by ethnographers. Looking at 
the folk piety as a larger international phenomenon I will attempt to compare the findings with the 
results of my previous research of Czech broadside ballads conducted on the collections of the 
Komenský Museum in Přerov. 


