Anna Gruzova: Christological motives in superstitious printings

The contribution introduces superstitious broadside ballads featuring the figure of Jesus Christ that
were printed in Czech and Moravian printing houses during the 18" and 19%" centuries. These prints
gained significant popularity among people who believed in their magical power, which was
supposed to act mainly thanks to the power of holy words. Nevertheless, the prints were considered
as problematic from the Catholic Church point of view, and their use was criticized. The contribution
presents several texts that people used to ensure protection, health, or prosperity. The spread of
these prints shows that they were perceived at that time as an important part of life, helping people
cope with everyday difficulties.



