Siv Goril Brandtzaeg: Christ as a warrior of Lutheran faith: Papism, propaganda and
penitence in early modern Danish-Norwegian songs

In early modern Danish-Norwegian popular songs (known as skillingsviser), Christological
themes appear less frequently than in many Catholic song traditions. Except for liturgical
songs written for Christmas and Easter, references to the life and death of Jesus of Nazareth
are relatively rare in this early Scandinavian song tradition. However, this does not mean
that Christology is entirely absent. In the songs of the Lutheran North, Christ is addressed
and personified in various roles, some of which are closely linked to the religious and
political conflicts, as well as the confessional developments of the time.

This talk will explore various ways in which Christology is reflected in Danish-Norwegian
songs from the sixteenth to the eighteenth century. These early songs have largely been
overlooked in Scandinavian literary and cultural histories, and there is little understanding of
how they may have influenced the everyday religious lives of laypeople. | contend that the
dual nature of popular songs— as both oral and written expressions— played a vital role in
promoting religious doctrines, including the teachings of Christ, among the lower social
classes. The presentation will primarily focus on news songs, specifically those that depict
significant events such as the Thirty Years' War. | will demonstrate how these songs were
used as anti-Catholic propaganda, portraying Christ as a “warrior” of the Lutheran faith.



