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Czech broadside ballads are a multifunctional medium comprising three components: text, music and 
pictures. While Czech historiography has covered the first two components, the visual component of 
broadside ballads has so far remained largely on the sidelines of scholarly interest. In this paper we 
will therefore focus on the visualisation of Jesus Christ in Czech broadside ballads. Attention will be 
paid to the thematic areas of the depicted Christological iconographic types and their unique or 
varied occurrence. In the case of Christological scenes, the existence of entire sets of printing blocks 
in a uniform style that were found in a number of smaller and larger print works can be traced, 
where woodcut was the most commonly used technique. Thanks to the universality of the motifs, it 
has been identified that many of the printing blocks were used both in book production and 
chapbooks. In the case of broadside ballads, we very often encounter secondary use of a printing 
block originally intended for book production; sometimes the secondary use came much later. Many 
of the motifs that we know from the title pages of broadside ballads can also be found as drawings in 
manuscript prayer books, on reverse glass paintings, on folk furniture or ceramics, and they also 
served as inspiration for folk sculpture. 


