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This paper explores broadside ballads that utilize the metaphor of the spiritual hunt. The image of 
Christ as a deer comes from the Old Testament (Ct 2:9) and is further developed in the medieval 
Physiologus, as well as in theological explanations and legends (such as those of St. Eustachius and St. 
Hubert). The full development of hunting symbolism in spiritual works comes in the Baroque period, 
especially within conceptual literature. This motif enters the Czech context through the works of A. 
Michna and F. von Spee (translated by F. Kadlinský), and is found not only in sermons but also in 
anonymous manuscripts and broadside ballads. In addition to the spiritual hunt for Christ the Deer, 
the Marian and St. Anne's hunts are also depicted. The lyrics concerning the spiritual hunt are 
considered high, exclusive productions, appearing in forms such as eclogues, spiritual songs, and 
operas, and incorporated into sermons. These texts and melodies circulated throughout the Baroque 
period across various media, including hymnals, manuscript collections, and chapbooks. This 
circulation allows us to trace the evolution of these works and to consider whether certain media 
align with a higher or lower artistic style. These texts and melodies not only oscillated between 
exclusivity and marginality, but also spanned across time – originating in the Baroque period and 
continuing into the 19th century, and in some exceptional cases, the 20th century. Through the 
example of the Baroque metaphor of Christ as a deer, we can observe the paradoxical nature of the 
broadside ballads: their inherent variability and preservation, their capacity for both longue durée 
and quick adaptation to change, and their position between the centre and the periphery of artistic 
production. 


