Piotr Wawrzkiewicz: Christological worship in Polish cheap prints (1850-1950)

In the mid-19th century, cheap brochure publications containing songs (secular and devotional) and
religious services began to appear on a mass scale in polish-speaking regions. Their price and
availability meant that they were often the only publications that the lower social classes, who at the
same time constituted the majority of society, could afford. Such cheap publications often contained
works not published in songbooks or prayer books. Next to Marian songs, songs about the passion of
Christ constituted the second largest group of texts published on cheap leaflets. There was also a
number of services addressed to Jesus, which were popularized among the population also thanks to
printed leaflets, or exclusively introduced by them. These are Gorzkie Zale — the Bitter Lamentations,
Rytm do Jezusa Ukrzyzowanego — the Rhythm to the Lord Jesus Crucified, Fontanna Purpurowa z
Meki Odkupiciela i Bolesci Matki Jego - the Purple Fountain of the Redeemer's Passion and his
Mother’s Sorrow, Godzinki do Serca Pana Jezusa - the Little Office of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and
Stacje Jerozolimskie - the Jerusalem Stations. Some were performed in churches, while others were
intended for singing at home, within family circles. Although popular in the past, they have fallen into
oblivion today, with the exception of Gorzkie Zale, which is still sung in Polish churches during Lent.
The indicated services will be described along with their structure and publishing form. The speaker's
research is based on a query including prints in private collections and in institutions in Poland.



