
Bartosz Gałązka: In the circle of Old-Polish devotions preserved in the oral tradition: to what extent 
can the melodic variants of Fontanna Purpurowa (The Fountain) help to reconstruct the prototypes 
of Gorzkie Żale (The Lenten Lamentations)? 

 

The Lenten Lamentations is an Old-Polish devotion that is still alive among Polish catholic 
communities. It is of monastic origin, but in the following centuries it spread among whole Polish 
society. The original printed transmission of the text dates back to 1707 - this text has been 
preserved in practice to this day with minor changes. However, it is not known what musical form 
The Lenten Lamentations had at the beginning. Nowadays, this devotion is characterized by melodic 
diversity in the oral tradition – contrary to the written tradition. Orally transmitted melodies change 
rarely, so fact that The Lenten Lamentations currently have numerous melodic versions (including 
contrafacta) and even more variants of melody makes it difficult, although not impossible, to 
determine their prototypes. An analysis of the folk reception of another devotion from the 
eighteenth century with a monastic origin, The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, can help to 
reconstruct these prototypes. The text derived from this devotion, known as The Fountain, spread in 
the nineteenth century in many regions of Poland. The Fountain (like The Passion...) had a structure 
similar to the structure of The Lenten Lamentations. However, due to its private and "folk" character, 
The Fountain was less subject to external (institutional) forcing of musical modifications 
(normalization, unification, etc.). It is likely that the traditional variants of The Fountain may make it 
easier to reconstruct the prototypes of The Lenten Lamentations. In this paper, I will review the 
variants of The Fountain preserved in printed sources - and phonic transmissions from the 20th-21st 
centuries - mainly from the speaker's private collection. The purpose of the analysis conducted in the 
context of the issues related to the melodies of the Lenten Lamentations is to clarify the existing 
findings regarding the origin and reception of their melodies. 


