
Domonkos Volter: The life of Jesus in the religious folk songs of Galgamácsa 

In my topic, I will present examples of religious folk songs related to the life of Jesus, based on 
ethnographic fieldwork done between 2017 and 2019 in Galgamácsa. Galgamácsa is a Roman 
Catholic, Hungarian-speaking village located in Northern Hungary, where a rich tradition of devotions 
without priest, outside of official liturgical practices, has developed. The informant was a woman 
born in 1944, who at the time of the fieldwork was still an active lead singer. In her family, the role of 
lead singer can be traced back to the 19th century. Her repertoire was primarily based on 19th-
century manuscripts and leaflets, which included not only biblical stories but also apocryphal 
elements. In my presentation, I will highlight those songs that process various episodes from the life 
of Jesus, such as his birth, childhood, and passion. By using the collected texts in Galgamácsa, I will 
present the main types of Jesus songs found in Hungarian folklore. I will examine the origins of the 
texts and melodies, comparing them to Hungarian and Slovak parallels from neighboring villages. 


