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In France, broadside ballads are a part of the “bibliothéque bleu” phenomenon, which covers all
printed production for the people over a long period, in particular from the 17th century up to the
end of the 19th century, where religious production is numerically dominant. We can divide the
French broadside ballad into two main groups: the “chansons de colportage” which deal with rather
secular themes, such as love, war or (shocking) news, and the “cantiques” which are reserved for
spiritual themes (lives of saints, Biblical themes, carols). Quite frequently, the “cantiques” are
assembled in anthologies. One of the most famous of them is an anthology of carols La grande Bible
des Noéls (The big book of carols). The oldest editions we have found so far come from the turn of
the 16th and 17th centuries and there are anthologies of carols from the 20th century which still
draw one portion of their repertoire from the Grande Bible. As this anthology circulated in French
culture for several centuries, was published by different editors and in different places, it is only
natural that the title, the number of songs as well as the decorations and formal parameters evolved.
In this paper, we propose to present this anthology and to show its evolution through selected
editions.



